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Chesterton Review has become the second periodical
hed inrecent months with a staff member of St. Thomas
College as editor. !
first, the Chelsea Journal, edited by Rev. Alphonse de
> St. Thomas More, is a Canadian periodical, the Re-
is an international magazine. ;

‘Review is devoted to the study of the late Gilbert Keith
erton, one of the leading English journalists and liter-
gures of the first third of this century. :
nin what is now part of London, England, Chesterton is
bly best known for his artful use of paradox and his
; against both socialism and capitalism.

became popular at the turn of the century, combining.
rtues as a journalist with the interests of a novelist.
was one of the best known writers of the Edwardian Era
critic of Charles Dickens. After the first World War he
ne a spokesman popular in Catholic cireles in the Un-
states, France and Poland. )

obust and rotund Englishman he was one of the most
rful eccentrics on London’s famed Fleet Street. Rather
nboyant figure in a large black cape, he could be seen
| the streets of London, pen in hand, writing as he

asterton was attracted by the genre of the detective
and used his Father Brown series as a critique of the life
iglish upper classes.

i Father Brown has quite a different method of solving
i than Sherlock Holmes, whose evidence is based on
ette ashes and finger prints. Father Brown was also
1 with exceptional powers of observation, but each clue
ed to complete the entire psychological picture of the
behind the event.

ring the Chesterton centennial celebrations held in Eng-
last year, a Chesterton Society was formed and the idea
journal conceived.

v. Ian Boyd, a member of the English department at St.
nas More College, accepted the responsibility of editing
‘ournal in Canada.

e staff of the magazine is entirely Canadian. The as-
ite editors are Sister Mary Loyola, also of the College;
essor George Purnall of McMaster University and Pro-
ir Joseph A. Quinn, University of Windsor.

t is basically an opportunity for members and for anyone
ested in Chesterton to exchange views and keep in touch
all that is written,” Sister Loyola said. ;
ither Boyd said the journal hopes to promote a critical
pation of Chesterton’s works and ideas from all points of
. In the 40-page first edition, a Moscow critic, considered
york from a Marxist viewpoint.

ie Review is an organ of the Society and after a series of
nizational meetings this summer, an editorial policy will
stablished. §

le editorial board is drawn from a number of Canadian
American universities and includes Shiela Watson, the
Xknown Canadian short story writer; Hugh Kenner, the
wican critic, and Marshall McLuhan, who emphasizes
mportance of Chesterton as a prophetic Christian writer
thinker. o

Copies of the Review go to branches of the society in North
America, England, France, Australia, Japan and Poland.

The second edition of the twice-yearly periodical will soon
appear and will have twice as many pages as the first issue
published last fall.

The current issues includes critical assessments o Chester-
ton by his associates. . 7

Sir Henry Slesser, who was the solicitor-general in the first
Labour government in Great Britain, gives his reasons for
the failure of Chesterton’s political and social movement.

| Datebooki

UNIVERSITY

Tonight Dr. Wilbur Howard, of Toronto,
moderator of the United Chureh of Canada,
will be the theme speaker at the annual meet-
ing of the Saskatchewan Conference of the
United Church of Canada, at the Education
Building. Activities include the ordination of
ministers and a special service in the.Centen-
nial Auditorium June 1 to mark the 50th an-
niversary of the United Church.

i)

Gregory Macdonald, the former director of the BB
European Service, who earlier worked with Ches teBr‘tfoﬁzlzlt;'u?:

" pewspaper, G. K.’s Weekly, wr:ites a spirited defence of

Chesterton’s career as a journalist

Father Boyd is a specialist in Chesterton’s fiction, and his -

book The Novels of G.K. Chesterton: A st i
Propaganda is the first critical examhaﬁnnﬁ%}lgsgma:g
literary works. i ot
*Chesterton thought communism itali

amounted to much the same thing,”Faﬂ:eraggydcg;t %{;sel:
terton and others developed the distributism theory, which
Father Boyd describes as an anti-socialis, property-owning
democracy where workers would own the places where they-

" worked.

The Journal and Society are evidence of 3 w;
vival of interest in Chesterton since his deam‘z:ldf;a%l:e;d,;g_
ognition of the scholarly side of the review, 8t, Thomas More
College is underwriting the deficit it incurs in the first two

of publication. P

Father Boyd said the magazine will conin
sidized. The society provides some money gng ;‘ﬁeﬂ‘,’ﬂ;":,i,‘:,';
versity will provide funds to be added to what comes from
subscriptions, which now total 1,000.

A subscription, costing $3 per year, cap ;
writing to . Boyd at 1437 College Dr. Saskatons braod 0V

There is great discussion among Chestemén cireles to
determine what is perennial and prophetic in his writing

“It’s too bad Chesterton died 30 years tosoon hecause his
audience really lives today,” Father Boyd said. “‘Con-
sumerism, unlimited growth, the ecology . these were things
he wrote about but were not understood in his time.” ;

Saskatoon,Canada
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Prayer Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)
— The Supreme Court or any
court would be prohibited from
denying or. restricting as un-
constitutional the ‘‘exercise of
free religious expression or the
saying of veluntary prayer” in
any public school or other public
building under a bill which has
been introduced in the Senate.

Sen. William V. Roth Jr. (R-
Del.), in submitting his measure,
said it is “‘slightly different’’ from
a bill-which has been introduced
by Sen. Jesse A. Helms (R-N.C.)
in that the Roth bill concerns not
only voluntary prayer, but the
voluntary participation by anyone
in the free exercise of reljjous

said, is to “reinstate the
right to the states to make their
own - decision with respect to
prayer in public schools.”

Welcome

WASHINGTON (NC)—*I am
encouraging administrators - of
‘Catholic schools to make a special
effort to welcome children of Viet-
namese refugees into our
schools,’’ the president of the Na-
tional Catholic Educational As-
sociation'saidhere. ,

Father ‘John Meyers, NCEA
president, said that “‘Catholic
educational leaders should be in
the vanguard: of: efforts to help

Vietnamese refugees start a new'

1ifain thic Ammiro

Chesterton

SASKATOON, Canada (NC)
— The year-old G. K. Chesterton
Society is holding a series of or-
ganizational meetings this spring
and fall in various North
American centers including
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles,
Montreal, New York and Toronto.

Purpose of the meetings, ac-
cording to Father Ian Boyd,
editor' of the periodical Ches-
terton Review, is ‘“to promote
a critical interest in all aspects of
Chesterton’s work.”

Accusation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.
(NC) — A spokesman for the Mis-
souri Catholic Conference (MCC)
charged here that the Missouri

Cfate Denartment of Education is

still trying to circumvent federal
legislation providing aid to non-
public schools.

In a statement to the Title III
Advisory Council, a body advis-
ing on implementation of that ti-
tle of the federal law, John
Schmiedeler, chairman of the
MCC education department, said
the MCC expects “‘full participa-
tion under the law” in Title III
and successor programs under
the Elementary and Secondary
Act.

Abortion Support

WASHINGTON (NC) — More
than a thousand demonstra-
tors favoring legalized abortion
marched in front of the apostolic
delegation’s building on Mass-
achusetts Avenue here on
Mother’s Day to protest the
Catholic Church’s involvement in
the abortion debate.

The demonstration, organize:
by the National Organization for
Women (NOW) and by Catholics
for a Free Choice, brought 1,200
demonstrators, according to
police estimates, to march past
the residence of the Pope’s rep-
resentative in the United States.

Piper to Retire
GLASGOW, Scotland (NC) —
Pipe Major Ronald Lawrie, who
was Cardinal Gordon Gray’s
personal piper when he was made
a cardinal at the 1969 consistory
in Rome, has announced his re-

tirement

5 ‘.ﬁfa =5 i}?'VI‘
RISTGUSTING ~ F
- CHESTERTON

Sir, — 1 read’ with interest 4
Anthony Croenin's arlicle (Gctozgiel-r
18th) on G. K. Chesterton and Ford
Madox Ford, but { fail 10 see why
he segards the habit of quoting
‘Chesterton a sign of intelieciual im-
poverishment. Admirers of Chester-
ton find themselves in distinpguished
company., 1o receai years, W. H,.
Auvden and Kingsiey Amis have
written books about him., Other
books and innumerable arlicles
about him have been published
during the centenzry wvear.  Luis
Borges, the very well-known Argen-
tinian short-story writer, admires his
work, and Etienne Gilson, the med-
1cv§1 historian, described Chester-
ton’s book on 8t. Thomas Agquinas
as being “without possible excep-
tion the best book ever written on
St Thomas™ and Cheslerton himself
as being "one of the deepest think-
ers who ever lived”

. The wide range of peopie who
admire bim is, in fact, extraordin-
arv. As the editor of The Chesters
ton Review, which is & new journal
devoted to the study of the life and -
thought of Chesterton, I can assure
Mr1. Cronin that there js & continu-
ing and growing interest in this
great Catholic author. The next
issue of our journal, for example,
includes among other articles, a
sympathetic study of him by a critic
in Moscow and an equally friendly
critique of him by Marshall Me-
l.uhan in Toronto.

Chesterton was also a Joyal friend
and admirer of Ireland, That fact,
1 should have thought, is also worth
recalling in Ireland during his cen-
tenaly year.—Yours, eic.,

(Rev)) IAN BO\(’:DS.

St. Thomas More College,
University of Saskatchewan,
1437 Caollege Drive,
Saskatoon,

Saskaichewan,

'

Canada
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| journai launched

SASKATOON, Canada (NC): The first journat devoted
entirely to the study of G. K Chesterton, Catholic
essayist and writer, -will begin pubhcatxon here in
November.

Editor of The Chesterton Review is Fr Ian Boyd,
& Basilian priest teaching at St Thomas More College.

A press release on the new review noted that intersst
in Chesterton extends far beyond~Cathalic circles. W,
H.. Auden and Kingsley Amis have recently published
boecks on Chesterton and praised the artistic merits of
his verse and fiction, -

Even Marxist critics are expressmg an interest in -

what they regard as his valuable cnt:czsm of modern
capitalism, -

An article by a Moseow literary eritie will be 1~
cinded in the first issue of the Chesterton Review,
which will also serve as the newsletter of the newly=
formed Chesterton Society.

Sirain of
anti-Semitism

A pcssnble hindrance to Chestertons retura to \mde

popularity is a controversial strain of anti -Semitism.
Some British critics, however, have maintained. that
ghestertonfs wrlewts] on the Jewish question were put.
an unfair light by hostile writers -
Semites themselves, o

- 'The debate appeared in the British. press and one

critic quoted the American Jewish leader, Ra
bbi
Stephen Wise, praising Chesterton - fop his early con~ |

demnation of Nazi persecution of Jews.

Chesterton was also known as a prophetic Christian

t
Hl:snllégrs a@ published a study of St Thomas Aquinas

At that time, Etxenne Gilso .
n, French~bc>rn hzstorzan .
of mediaeval phllosophy. described Chesterton’s slim

volurie as “without possible excepti
on th
ever wntten on St Thamas i prian. the ten ot

‘hed "on -a - pear-annual’
_by the United States:
slic” Historicat ' Society.
result 'is an ‘impressive|
ttion of records -and of

s resurrected from. pbliv--

itles such as Adventures |
lonso: Containing Some
ing Anecdotes of - the -
mt Prime Minister  of :
«gal, by Thomas Atwood |
es; Diary of a ‘V;.nf 10
Jmted States in the Year

, by Charles Lord Rus—

of Klllowen, Jate " Lord .
f - Justice “of “England;
Founding of Cliff Haven, -
y Years of the Catholic:
imer School of Amenca.
lames Addison White."

he studies are for. speclal-
and aficionados, obvious-,
but they are important ‘li-'
-y items, and long after
dust has“collected on tra-
="~ Catholic  orgapiza-
H olarship will owe a
t to che U.S. Catholic His-

..al Soclety for its publlca- :

'hc point of "all this is to
: three reprints that have
ad from the Society in the

. few months. (The quick-
1 publishing. schedule is to

h the Society up on sev-

“dry” years over the past-
The books are: Catho-

Footsteps in Old New
k, by William Harper
nett (1909); A Brief

rh of the Early History |

1 ment* by

‘books had -a press run of 700,

available. . Sk
~The U.S Cathollc Hls
cal Society -is -headquartered
- St..  Joseph's-. Seminary,

*10704." Mémbership dues ‘are_
'$10 a year—the same as it’s
been for 30 to 40 yenrs.* Sty

The Word from -Saigon'

“Young = Chmtim;"“"w
_(.LOC;i) ‘poinis “up. :some-
"South Vietnam anomalies: 3-
million unerqployed out .of a_
population * of 19 . mxl.{lon..
. with unemployment on .the
rise; higher and higher prices’
:for essential products. with a
crippling of certain important
nctwmm, lack of personal

security “and ‘of normal life
near Zzones contested by
former “enemies.”

the ‘gravity of - the housing
situation; working conditions
‘which “overtax the workers’
strength”; the workers’. lack
.of -education; the inferiority
to which their living condi-

of guarantees . for ‘the future
of ‘the young; exorbitant loan
rates that reduce people to
servitude; ‘and profiteering

so‘only a Iumted numbe:“’is. ; :

5 “| namese
-1.0f an {'u'nportant
volume detailing. I!!e plight of|

Duuwoodle. Yonkers, - N. Y., |
~volume “is - cnutled Sa:’gon. ~L
\-a  Regime ' in Quesﬂon, .g‘the i

| pected  to- circulate -in “South

A newly ublmh_ed docir- 1

“The. volume ‘‘is . mot "€x~

Vietnam, “except thruugh the
umfcrground. i e

The document speaka of |

tions ‘condemn- workers; lack ;

by .the business community.

The J.O.C. .document asks

_casts _coming ‘out of lndm,

-this disturbing mote: because .

’ : in Englnnd,it“wal dec:&dto .

fomi 4 Chesterton SOCletY

yyd'is acting

of ia Chesterton newsletter,
r_and 48 ‘anxious’ to-hear from
‘anyone “whohas information .
- about-anyaspect of Chester:
- tonian " studies that. might ‘be
of interest to the society. His :
address: . St “Thomas -More
College, University of - Sas-
katchewan, Saskatoon, Sal-

katchewan, Canada

-of ‘the Indian .tradition of{ "~/

_preference for males, females’

will -be the - last ‘fed 'if and |
-when 'the  food. emergency
reaches. cataclysmic propor-.|:
‘tions. ‘So ‘writes “William " J.

Drummond from New Delhi
in the Los Angeles Times.

Says Drummond: “As the

United - States .government

.considers giving aid to India,"

curtailed since the Indo-Pak-
_istan War of 1971, it must
-ﬂeqide whether .it .will  inter-
vene ‘in India’s food crisis to

save the lives of women and"

children, -or whether it will
let the ancient aelectlon ritaal
takc its course.” -
Drummond comments that
“at least -one-third of India’s

population would be “vulner--

Y~

~.——The cut-back at last: in
CIA activities ~in " Thailand
and 'Laos has turned loose on
‘the job market-an assortment
~of curious specialists, includ-
ing many persons from Air
America, : the CIA-ruh air-
-line-~According “to-the Wall .
Street Journal, ‘Air America
is looking for jobs for flight
crews “experienced in moun-
“tain operations” ‘and execu- -
tives “used to dealing with
diverse nationalities.” - -
—Satirist Art' Buchwald at
the Holy Cross College com-
mencement:  “The word ‘is
out . in ‘Washington that

resigned as a White House

{ Father John McLaughlin has
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SASKATOON (CP) —
The first journal devoted
to the study of the late G.
K. Chesterton, the in-
fluential English jour-
nalist, poet and novelist,
has been established at
the University of Saskat-
chewan.’

The Chesterton Re-
view first appeared in
November and will
serve as the bi-annual

" newsletter of the Ches-

terton Society, formed
last May in England.

Editor of the interna-
tional journal is Rev. Ian
Boyd, a Basilian priest,

. and adivisory editors
* include Marshall McLu-
* han of the University of
. Toronto and Sheila Wat-

son of the University of
Alberta.
“‘In the ‘208 and '308

- Chesterton was regard-
- ed as the spokesman and
. champion of distinctive-
‘ 1y Roman Catholic inter-

ests,” sald a prepared
release announcing pub-

. Chesterton paper
¢ For U. of Sask.

lication of the journal.

“The interest in him
today extends far be-
yond Catholic circles’ to
those who stress the ar-
tistic merits of his verse
and fiction, including W.
H. Auden and Kingsley
Amis.

“Even the Marxist
critics are beginning to
express an interest in
what they regard as his
valuable criticism of
modern capitalism.

“What the Chesterton
revival finally suggests
is that his importance as
a prophetic Christian
thinker is at last begin-
ning to be recognized
and studied."

Etienne Gilson, a not-
ed historian of medieval
philosophy, has de-
sceribed Chesterton’s
study of St. Thomas

Aquinas, published in.

1933, as ‘‘without possi-
ble exception the best
book ever written on St.
Thomas."

th vt et IO

i Akt

hesterton journal begun
““SASKATOON' (NC) — The . A POSSIBLE hindrance to
first journal devoted entirely to . - Chisterton’s return: to. wide pop-
e study, of G. K. Chesterton, . ularity is & controversial strain
\vist and -writer, of :anti-Semitism. Some. British ~
sre. in . critics, however, have maintain-
~-ed that- Chesterton's .views on
iRe Jewish guestion were put in.
skt by hostile writers .

Rl

JERER
Catholic cire
and:Kingsle

eader, Rabbi Step
raise of Chesterton for
N

Sowillialst serve a

~of the newly formed. hesterton:
Society.




A REVIEW — — — by Robert Sanders
= British writer honored in
e | Saskatchewan-based journal
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Father Boyd accepted
sponsibility of editli)ng th??o:f-
= Ic!;ln :.;d l}eh Elalrough: back to
a with him idea ar
£ im the idea and
“Yet The Chesterfon Review is
now a reality and the éredii
must go to Father Boyd and his
editorial staff consisting of Sis-
ter Mary Loyola also of St
Thomas More College, George
Putnell of McMaster Univer-
sity in Hamilton, and Joseph A.
Quinn of the University of
Windsor. These people to-
gether with their advisory
editors have overcome the |
problems associated with the |
distances which separate them
a{:d with the face that the Re-
view is distributed all over
North America, in western and
central Europe and Australia. e
':I'he appearance of the first
issue of th§ review in January of
this year is a testimony to the |
time and effort which Father
Boyd and his staff have in- |
vested in the idea. : ‘

‘ ; G BERT KEITH CHE
TERTON is not a familiir
nameé to every Prairie family;
those who recognze the name,

-however,-call to-mind the—wri: =

ter whose life from 1874 to

1936 was spent almost entirely

in Engl_and. It comes as some

- a surprise then to discover that

T_I’be Chesterton Review, a new

journal dedicated to the life and

workg of G. K. Chesterton, is
compiled, printed and dis;:ri-

‘t:;ﬁ:il f:-o centres all over the

om its i i

8 Sa%éamon, Sasl;:llkely home in
; orn in what is now

ndon, Engtlland, G. K.pgi:e(;f

iton was the author. of

00 volumes of fiction, pdgtvr':;r

plays, biographies, criticisms’

ssays and studies. A robus;
nd rotund Englishman, he is
robably best known for his
artful use of paradox, and for
his revolt against both socialism
and capitalism. This he did with
an energy derived only in part
from his strong Catholic ideas
~and he was able to express his
: views through not only the
1 books and studies he produced
in volume, but also through the
pages of the newspaper he
edited, G. K.'s Weekly.

But why has a review de-
voted entirely to G. K. Ches-
terton been started in Saska-
toox:n? The answer would seem
to lie primarily with one man
Father Ian Boyd, a féCulr,
geﬁaber of St. Thomas Morg

ollege at i i

Sﬁkaihewate University of

Father Boyd is the si
member of his family to atc:rtalc]i
St. Thomas More College. He
1s_also_ a Chesterton scholar, and
his own book on G. K. Che’ster-
ton will be published this
spring.

During the Chesterton
centenary celebrations held in
Eng_land last year, a Chesterton
$oc1ety was formed and the
idea ofa journal associated with
the Society was presented.

While just over 40 paéesrin g
length this issue of The Chester- 1
ton Review contains articles \1‘
whx_cl_'x should please anyone f‘
fa_mlha.r with Chesterton aod )
his works. The articlesare scho-  }
larly and no excuse is needed I
for that. Burt together they pre-
sent-a revealing picture of one 3‘I
man, the way he thought, the i
substance of his ideas and the " ||
strength and power he used to |
present these ideas. So while
the Chestérton-scholar will no = |
doube find the food in this ||
|oanal to his taste, so the ‘
-novice Chesterton ‘reader will "-“l
also enjoy the time he spends |
go:Ing' over its pages.

It is not often that C
officially dips into the wo:;l; ‘3:"
an internationally known writer :
of Chesterton’s calibre. The
surprise at finding such a ven-
ture so close to home, then, is
an even greater pleasure. ;
the idea of The CPbe.rtertr;z 1};?
view and to the people behind it
we wish every success. B
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By ZENA CHERRY
Hot new:

fished in Saskatoon.

devoted to the 1i
K. Chesterton,

plays, essays €f
for his use of para
revolt against ho
and communism.

1936.

a Basilian pries
English at the
College, Univer
wan.

His staff is er
The associate @
Mary Loyola, @

versity of WindsoT.

England last yea
Society was

branches
and North

group and F

the board of governors of his
lege agreed to underwrite

a year.
Tan Boyd, 1437 College Dr..
katoon STN OW6.

Writers in the

titled Testimony to Hilaire

ham; Moscow critic Elena

s in the world of litera-
ture is that the first issue of The
Chesterton Review has been pub-

It’'s an international magazine
fe and work of G-
author of more
than 100 books of fiction, poetry,
tc. He is famed
dox and for his
th capitalism
He was born in

England in 1874 and died there in

Canada, John R
Ottawa; i

tinian 8
sor Mar
phasizes the i
terton as a proph
thinker and writer.

The editor is Rev. J. 1an Boyd,
t and professor of
St. Thomas More
sity of saskatche-

atively Canadian.
ditors are Sister
1so of the More
College; Professor George Pur-
nall of McMaster University, and
Professor Joseph A. Quinn, Uni-

How did this all come about in
Saskatoon? Well, Father Boyd is
a Chesterton scholar and during

the GKC centenary doings in
r a Chesterton

formed with
in Europe, Australia
America. Naturally
there had to be a journal for the
ather Boyd said he’d
take on the job. Luckily for him

col-
the

deficit for at 1east the first year.
1t will be published twice

yearly and {o subscribe costs $3

The address is Father J.

Sas-

first issue in-
clude Reginald Jebb, author of
the book about his father-in-law

Bel-

loc; John Batchelor, professor of
English, University of Birming-

Gus-

eva.
Future articles will be by such
as the former Chief Justice of

AFTER A FASHION

L]

The first ma
North Ameri
expatriate C
Blair Bruce,
in Oshaw
Gallery. It will hang until May 11
e neater because al-
il travel the country
e to Toronto.

and never b
though it Wi
it will not com

The gallery director Jean Mur-
e McLaughlin is
ery in Canada dedi-
cated to Canadian contemporary
occasionally we have a
1 show such as this by

pay told me,
the only gall

art, and
historical
the symbolical
Bruce.”’
Bruce was
1859, married a
tress and founded an artist’s col-
Swedish island of Got-
died at 47. He as-
elf with Canadian

ony on the
land where he
sociated hims
art and taught
artists.

Miss Murray went to Sweden
more than half the

to arrange for
be brought from

pictures fo
there. They’'ve
in Canada
Joan from

Chesterton 80€S west

Luis

Kernaghan,
of Thornhill.

strom, Mrs. Potticary, Mrs. Ker-
\paghan and Mrs. Schaeffer.
®

The annual

the 90-year-old Ontario Regis-
tered Music Teachers’ Associa-

. Cartwright of
Borges,
hort-story writer; Profes-
shall McLuhan, who em-
mportance of Ches-  CBC.

Helen Van Iderstine of Scar-

jor exhibit n
ea of the work of an
anadian painter,

opéned last evening
a at the

born in Hamilton in

before—others are on
the National Gallery,
Hamilton Gallery and Art Gal-
lery of Ontario.

Guests of honor at the opening
were the newly appointed Honor-
ary Consul for Sweden, Ingmar
Goderstrom, of i
dent of SKF in Canada; Oshawa
mayor James Potticary; and two
collectors of Canadian historical
pain(ings—stoekbl‘oke\'
and Fred Schaeffer Tickets may be ordered from

tion was a harmonious affair last
evening at the Royal York ‘Hotel.
The speaker was Carl M. Little,
supervisor of radio musie for the

Argen-

etic Christian
borough is president of the 37

pranches and others at the head
table included the past-president,
Markwell J. Perry of Brantford,
and three retiring members of
the council—Eric Dewdney of
Cambridge, Bette Leak from
Sudbury and Sylvia Novak, Lon-
don, Ont.

The convention started.on Sun-
day with about 175 delegates and
the big finale will be today. TWo
workshops in piano will be con-
ducted by the world renowned
teacher Karl Ulrich Schnabel of
New York; a vocal workshop by
Gladys Whitehead, principal of
the Hamilton College of Music;
an ear-training session by Irene
McLelland of the Royal Conserv-
atory of Music; and a contempo-
rary music gession by Samuel
Dolin also of the Conservatory,

at 4 p.m.

L]

After 50 years of Surrealism is
a portfolio published by Trans-
world Art Corp. in New York,
with 12 original etchings by Sal-
vador Dali, and the stories be-
hind each one.

The regular edition is limited
to 390, at $6,000 each.

Then there’s a deluxe edition
of 70. These each cost $13,200.

L]

‘McLaughlin

artist  Blair

Swedish sculp-

many Canadian

never heen seen

Dollars For Mime is the title ot
a lottery being held by the Cana-
dian Mime Theatre to renovate
the Royal George Theatre at Ni-
agara-on-the Lake. The original
cost for restoration was $80.000
but this went up last September
to $264,000.

Toronto, presi-

Neil J.

Mrs. Alice Gooch, Chairman
Mime Guilders, Box 1102, Niag-
ara-on-the Lake, The draw will
be on May 3 at the theatre at 2
p.m. Prizes include a trip to
Florida, theatre tickets and din
ners for two, and a food basket.

Plus Mrs. Soder-

plack-tie dinner of

-..-\u-l-e

_Lildo~x'- inharitanc
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SASKATOON — Russian and

Polish writers are showing a i

growing interest.in the English
Catholic author, poet, journalist
andliterary critic, G. K. Chester-
ton
* To channel that mterwt Fa-
 ther Ian Boyd, CSB, editor of the
recently pubhshed Chesterton
‘Review, announced a series of
organizational meetings of the
North American G. K. Chesterton
Society, in Toronto, Los Angeles,
: Chicago and Boston.
- Meetings are being held in
various centers in Canada and -
the United States throughout the

~ spring and summer to promote a

critical interest in all aspects of
Chesterton’s work.

THE CHESTERTON Society
was formed, and the Review
planned last May at Spode House
during the Chesterton centenary
conference. Father Boyd, of St.
Thomas More College, of the

_ University of Saskatchewan
here, stressed the international
. and non-sectarian_character of-
both the Society and the Review.
He pointed out that there are now
branches of the Society in
France, England, Australia, Po-
land, as well as in Japan.
- Infact, Poland provides a good
. example of the many facets of
Chesterton’s career and work.
Two new books about him have
been published there this year,
and. more than 100,000 copies of
Polish translations. of books by
. Chesterton such as St. Thomas
Aquinas and The Man Who Was
Thursday have been prmted and
distributed in Poland since the
last War.
A; G. K. Chestertonlsremember—
ed in Poland for his many
- writings on behalf of Polish
‘interests —and mdependence
which culminated with his visit to
“Poland as a guest of the Polish
. government in 1927. An article on

REV. IAN BOYD

the Chesterton Society and The
Chesterton Review is also evident
from the list of the Society’s vice-
presidents, Cardinal George Fla-
hiff, the archbishop of Winnipeg,
and Justice J. R. Cartwright, the
former Chief-Justice of the Su-
preme Court of Canada, among
them.

At the same time the Society
and its journal hope to promote a
critical evaluation of Chester-
ton’s work and ideas from all
points of view. In the first issue of
The Chesterton Review, a Mos-
cow critic, considered his work
from a Marxist viewpoint.

THE CURRENT issue includes
critical assessments of Chester-
ton by his associates. Sir Henry
Slesser, who was the solicitor-
general in the first Labour gov-
ernment in Great Britain, gives
his reasons for the fa:lure of
Chesterton’s social and political

.movement. And Gregory Mac-

donald, the former director of the
BBC Central European Service,
who earlier worked with Chester-

‘ton on his newspaper, G. K.’s

Weeklv writes a eniritad dafance

Chesterton’s: fiction and his book

_on Chesterton’s novels, which

will be published in London this
May, is the first critical study of
them which has been made.

DURING A year’s sabbatical

leave at Oxford, he helped

organize the Chesterton Society
and plan the Review. His interest
in Chesterton was fostered by his
father who was one of the early
subscribers to Chesterton’s own
newspaper, .G. K.’s Weekly. His
interest in journalism may also
have a family origin. His grand-
father, Angus Boyd, was owner

-and publisher of the Antigonish

Casket which was founded by his
brother in 1852 and continues
today as the diocesan newspaper-
of eastern Nova Scotia. .
The journal of the Society- is
The Chesterton Review, the first
issue of which (3,000 copies) was
published here in December 1974.
The editorial board of the Review
is drawn from a number of
Canadian'and American univers-
ities and includes Sheila Watson,
the well-known Canadian short
story writer; Hugh Kenner, the

.American critic, and Marshall

MecLuhan, who is contributing an
article on the origins of Chester-
ton’s social thought in the current
issue of thel Review.
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HELSEA JOURNAL

A CANADIAK PEMODICAL OF SOCIAL COMMINT. LITENATURE ANG REVAGION,

he

t

The fourth issue of The Chelsea
Journal, a new Canadian Periodical
forwarded to us by its editor and
founder, Father Alphonse de Valk of
STM, displays a prairie woodcut by the
very talented Sr. Rita Berthold, O. S. U.

Cheisea Journal is 'a new Canadian
periodical of social comment, literature
and religion’, in the words of its editor
and creator, Father Alphonse de Valk
of the St. Thomas More College history
department.

The journal ‘is for Canadians with an
interest in contemporary affairs’, which
the journal examines ‘in the light of a
Judeo-Christian  interpretation’. The
editorial slant is definitely religious, but
not sectarian.

It's an interesting experiment,
possibly unique in Canada, and one
hopes it will survive the pangs atten-
dant on the birth of most new journal
publishing ventures. These have largely
to do with the inevitable struggle to
keep the magazine's head above a sea
of debts incurred in setting up, while
waiting for the subscription list to
creep up to a healthy level of income.

The journal has a good deal going
for it. The articles are lively and ably
written, and well illustrated with
drawings and photographs, occasional-
ly, as in the case of Sr. Rita Berthold's
woodcuts, beautifully so. Recent and
coming issues include Howard Mills on

Violence, Leo Katz on 'Population: Do
We Need a New Moses?’, Ben Smillie
on agricultural land ownership, Ray-
mond Pagé on theatre in Quebec,
Kenneth Russell on A.M. Klein, Mary
Schaefer on women and ordination.
We recommend it.

The Chesterton Review Semi-
annual, edited by Father lan Boyd, St.
Thomas More College, 1437 College
Drive, Saskatoon.

Most of us think of G. K. Chesterton
as the creator of Father Brown, the
clerical Hercule Poirot, whose gquick
wit and infallible insight into human
nature unravel the knottiest crimes in
detective fiction. However, there is
more to Chesterton’s works than the
labours of Father Brown encompass.

He was a reporter and commentator
well-known and respected on London’s
Fleet Street, and in the later part of his
life, in the '20’s and '30’s of this cen-
tury, published his own weekly review,
G. K.'s Weekly. He wrote poetry, es-
says, novels, literary criticism and
religious studies, all imbued with his
own optimistic, humanitarian and
strongly ethical views on the nature
and ends of human life, and coloured
by his unfailing wit. He was a talented
political cartoonist, and his conversa-
tion was a delight and inspiration to his
friends and colleagues.

The recent wvevival of interest in
Chesterton’s life and works has given
rise to The Chesterton Review, the
journal of the G. K. Chesterton Society.

hesterton
eutefu

Vob 1. Na. |

The cover of The Chesterton
Review, a new publication sent to us
by the editor, STM's Father lan Boyd,
features a reproduction of the James
Gunn Sketch in the National Portrait
Gallery, London.

Father Boyd has attracted an inter-
national roster of contributors, in-
cluding Marshall McLuhan, John
Batchelor of the University of Bir-
mingham, Elena Guseva, a Moscow
critic, and Leo A. Hetzler of Rochester,
New York. Articles in the first two
issues cover aspects of Chesterton’s
work from the philosopher to the jour-
nalist; a third issue is expected this fall.
Chesterton fans will find it informative
and interesting.

B protect
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¥riends Serviece Co
y and Laity Concerne
ased national peace or-
mounting a campaign
xy to protest the pro-
ey, The cost of the full S

journal devoted to the study of G. K.
Chesterton's life and work, will be pub-
. lished semi - annually (Fall . Winter,
Spring-Summer). The REVIEW, which
will include biographical material, and
selected studies, will be published at St.
omas More College, University of

tehewan, Saskatoon, Canada.
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Future
fest

An elaborate, festival-like science
fiction programme mounted at the
beginning of January by the Insti-
tute of Contemporary Arts closes
at Nash House on April 29.
Nothing like it has ever been seen
before in London, at least in terms
of scale, In the past there have
been fan meetings, film series, and
book exhibitions, but Ted Polhe-
mus’s ICASF75' was little short of
grandiose. It included many discus-’
sions and film shows, five art
exhibitions (one a fashion show),
five seminars on _futurology, and
several events (films, workshops,
an art show) for children.

Not all of this was well attended
or worth attending. The children’s
events did not draw well despite
several pleas from the organizers,
and the exhibit of London school-
children’s “SF artwork ”, consist-
ing as it did mainly. of iump-y or
attenuated Daleks or * monsters »
in papier-maché and foil, coul
have encouraged no interest |
either the talents or the subjéct-

tion of paintings and drawings
entered in a competition run by
New English Library’s magazine
Science Fiction Monthly, almost all
of which were either pseudo-illus-
trations of scenes imagined b¥ the
artists—who plainly had no imag-
ination—or belated bits of neo-sur-
realism in a very bad state of
drawing indeed. NEL also ran a

continuous slide-show of old mag-
azine illustrations. stills from old

matter, Worst of all was an exhibi--

area

Tomorrow, Saturday, April 26,
wﬁuh Symons will be chairing
yndham Lewls Symposium (1
am to 6 pm, admission free and
en to the public) at the Tate
ery. The . symposium i
Ged by the Wyndham Lewis.
which was formed last
the aim of promoti
and the study o
ch cultural fan-

}on ociety, —fo ample, was
ounded last May ©for the promd-
- tion of interest in all aspects of the
life and work of G. K. Chester
ton”, and has recently issued the
first number of The Chesterton
Review, published in Saskatoon but
available in this country from
uis Schroeder, 5 Buckhurst Way,
arly, Reading.

he Journal of the Wyndham
Lewis Society, the = Lewisletter
(edited by Robert Cowan from 175
Nithsdale Road, Pollokshields, Glas-
om. is an informal, indeed vir-
a oneman newssheer~ of -
which two issues have mnow
am)eared. The contributions are
chiefly of a literary nature: with
_ the exception of a piece on Lewis
and music criticism by Alan Mun
_ton, they are all written by Tom
’ Kinninmont. Lewis_as a visual
artist so far gets very little atten-
tion, though - paintings and draw-
ings from the Tate’s collection, not
normally on display, will be on
show during the symposium.

oL 4
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Two new worthy Canadian journals

Life in the smaller prairie cities is circumscribed during the
winter months by the sub-zero climate, but this does not mean
that liveliness and human activity cease. On the contrary, the

very solitude and vastness of the great rolling plains of the

Middle West breed a certain intellectual acuity| of its own.
From a Catholic point of view one might not expect intellectual
activity to show itself in the small universities — it often
exhausts itself in inane sophistries in the large universities —
and so one is pleasantly surprised to discover that wo new
reviews have made their appearance during the past three or
four months, each emanating from St. Thomas More College,
in the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon.

Extended look

I have referred briefly to these two periodicals before, but I
think a more extended look at them is their due. The first, in
order of appearance, is The Chelsea Review. This is published
in a surprisingly rich format — but very pleasant, nevertheless

by C. J. Eustace

— and will appear six times a year. I was going to say *‘so long
as the money lasts,,’” because continued financial backing is
essential to keep such high-class literary media in print. Its
editor is Father Alphonse de Valk, about whom I know very
little (which is my fault), except that he wrote recently a very
good summary on the abortion question. Father de Valk is a
member of the faculty of St. Thomas More College and he has
an editorial board of four or five men and women, probably
recruited from the academic field, who presumably are going to
help him edit the journal as well as make contributions.

The Chelsea Review is a periodical of social comment,
literature and religion. The inspiration is Catholic, but its
religious section will include documentation and review of the
Christian Churches, with emphasis upon Churches in Canada,
so that part of its appeal will be ecumenical.

Other original contributions on cultural subjects and on

 political, social, and economic events, with emphasis upon

Canada, will make it essentially a popular journal of opinion
whose chief appeal will be to the average intelligent Canadian.
We have few, if any, similar journals in English, addressed to
the English-speaking Catholic community. ;

Topical issuess

The first issue, already out, contains articles on the
Buircharest population conference in 1974, “Canada and the
Food Issue,” and (the first of two articles) ‘‘Violence in
Contemporary Society’’. All these, surely, are both topical and
significant issues. There are a number of other features,
including a short story.

The other journal, whose first issue (it is to appear but twice a

year) came out at the beginning of this year, is The Chesterton |

Review. It is strange how interest in Chesterton is growing |
rather than diminishing. My personal view is that this is one of
the signs of the times. Chesterton was a journalist, but more

than a journalist. He was a crusader, a highly motivated convert
to the Catholic faith, and with a philosophy of his own which is
bound to appeal to people today. In a sense he was a
reactionary ata time, analogous to our own, when widespread
economic and social misery (after the First World War) was
causing worldwide suffering, as also a questioning on the part
of many people on what the future held for them.

Chesterton believed that the human will, under God, could
do almost-anything. He was one of the founders and president
of the “Distributist League” (as also of G. K.’s Weekly), which
was a tacit (in essence Christian) revolt against the abuses of
capitalism — but in a direction opposite to socialism.

Still an ideal

The times have caught up with these ideas and distributism
remains an ideal, perhaps only a romantic appeal to men of
good heart and will, to struggle against the ever-encroaching
depersonalization of man today by a combination of growing
state infringement of human freedom, aided and abetted by the
computer. Nevertheless, there are analogous problems today to
those which plagued the times in which G. K. lived. Certainly
his hopes for a return to the individual ownership and freedom
of private property, the strengthening of the “‘small man”, and
the discouragement of ‘Big Business”, are just as
contemporary now as they were in his own lifetime.

The Chesterton Review has been very carefully nurtured and
planned and deserves the support of all thinking Christians. Its
contributors are people of international stature. Its editor is
Father Ian Boyd, CSB, who is not only a specialist in
Chesterton’s fiction, but whose father was a contributor to G.
K.’s journal, and whose grandfather Angus Boyd was owner
and publisher of the Antigonish Casket. :

Both these journals deserve your support and interest. Ask
for them at your Public Library, or better still, subscribe to
them yourself.

THE CHELSEA JOURNAL [six times a year], subscription
price, $8.00.

" THE CHESTERTON REVIEW [twice a year], subscription
price, $3.00 a year.

(Both at St. Thomas More College, 1437 College Drive,
Saclkatnon Sack ) i
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The great success of
founding a G. K. Chester-
ten Society in Canada Iast
year (part of a worldwide
venture) has been followed
by the launching of its
Raviaw,

The first issue begins
with an introductory note
by Reginald Jebb who
edited G.K.’s Weekly, the
chief organ of the Distri-
butivists, after the great
man's death nearly 40
Vemrs ago. .

Leading article is Maur-
ice B. Reckiit’'s, calling
G.X. An Everlasting Man.

It has its weaknesses,
chief of which is linking
G.K. with T. de Chardin
when he was the reverse
of Leftist in politics and
in his mastcrpiece, The
Everlasting Man, directly_
opposed to evolutionism—
the. monomania of the
Frenchman.

THE CHESTERTON REVIEW,
Ed. lan Boyd, S5t Thomas
More College, Saskatoon,
Canada, $3 (Canadian} =&

year.

Reckitt is in his anec-
dotage obviously, but firm-
er contributions are given
from Leo Hetzler and
John Batchelor, the latter
taking as his theme Ches-
terton as an Edwardian
novelist.

“One lasting impression
of Chesterton's novels is
the transfiguration of the
commonplace by comic
energy, the kind of trans-
figuration that iakes place
in Manalive whea the
boarders of Beacon House
climb on to its roof . . ."

There are three pages of
news and comments, and
a considerable poem to the
master by Lewis Filewood,
"beginning finely:

Archer of God, Knight of
the Hely Cross,
Whose sword defended
grace and truth and joy,
Whose crossbow mever
killed an albatross,
But cleared the black crows
from the vaulted sky.

The issue is, on the
whole, a sound perferm-
ance and should increase
the membership of a
worthwhile society, We
wish it well,

MARTIN HALEY

Chesterton paper

" For U. of Sask.

SASKATOON (CP) —
The first journal devoted
to the study of the late G.
K. Chesterton, the in-
fluential English jour-
nalist, poet and novelist,
has rbeen established at
the University of Saskat-
chewan.

The Chesterton Re-
view first appeared in
November and will
serve as the bi-annual
newsletter of the Ches-
terton Society, formed
last May in England.

Editor of the interna-
tional journal is Rev. Ian
Boyd, a Basilian priest,
and adivisory editors
include Marshall McLu-
han of the University of
‘Toronto and Sheila Wat-
son of the University of
Alberta. '

““In the '20s and '30s
Chesterton was regard-
ed as the spokesman and
champion of distinctive-
ly Roman Catholic inter-
ests,’’ said a prepared
release announcing pub-

lication of the journal.

‘*“The interest in him'
today extends far be-
yond Catholic circles' to
those who stress the ar-
tistic merits of his verse
and fiction, including W.
H. Auden and Kingsley
Amis.

‘‘Even the Marxist
critics are beginning to
express an interest in
what they regard as his
valuable criticism of
modern capitalism.

*“What the Chesterton
revival finally suggests
is that his importance as
a prophetic. Christian
thinker is at last begin-
ning to be recognized
and studied."

' Etienne Gilson, a not-
ed historian of medieval
philosophy, has de-
scribed Chesterton’s
study of St. Thomas
Aquinas, published in
1933, as ‘‘without possi-
ble exception the best
book ever written on St.
Thomas."
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Another St. Thomas More editor

Chesterton Review off the press

The Chesterton Review has

hecome the second periodical
to be launched in  recent
months with a staff member
of St. Thomas More College
as editor.
. The first, the Chelsea Jour-
nal, edited by Rev. Alphonse
de Valk of St. Thomas More,
has a different content and
circulation area, The Journal
is intended to be a Canadian
periodical but the Review is
an international magazine.

Rev. Ian Boyd, a member
of the English department fa-
culty at St. Thomas More Col-
lege at the University of Sas-
katehewan in Saskatoon, is
editor of the Review.

The Review is the newslet-
ter of the G. K. Chesterton
Society which was formed last
year on the centenary of the
birth of the English author
and journalist. Fr. Boyd ag-
reed to become editor of the
review during centenary
celebrations held in England.

Copies of the Reviéw go to

branches of the society in
North America, England,

France, Australia, Japan and
Poland.

The second edition of the
twice-yearly periodical will
soon appear and will have
mare than twice as many
pages as the first issue pub-
lished last fall.

Fr. Boyd said about 3,000
copies will' be printed this
time, the same number as the
previous issue. The magazine
is available only on a sub-
scription basis.

In Fr. Boyd’s view, Sas-
katchewan isn’t an unlikely
place for an international
journal of this type fo be lo-
cated.

“Saskatchewan comes close
to the kind of place he (Ches-
terton) would have liked,” Fr.
Boyd said.

Chesterton would have liked
the social ideas here such as
property-owning democratic
socialism.

The Review will contain
“any good article’ related to
Chesterton or his ideas, Fr.
Boyd said. This will include

eritical pieces on those topics.

The aim is to include no-
thing in the magazine that is
not of general interest, Fr.
Boyd said,

Although the first issue was
written entirely in English,
articles written in French will
not be translated into English
when they are published, Fr.

Boyd said. >

In recognition of the scho-
larly side of the Review, St.
Thomas More College is un-
derwriting the deficit it incurs
in the first two years of publi-
cation.

Fr. Boyd said the magazine
will continue to be subsidized.
The society provides some
money and one other univer-
sity will provide funds to be
added to what comes from
subscriptions,

A subscription, costing $3
per year, can be obtained by
writing to Fr. Boyd at 1437

College Dr., Saskatoon SIN

/6.

The staff of the magazine is
entirely Canadian. It includes
Sister Mary Loyola, alse of
the College; Professor George
Purnall of McMaster Univer-
sity and Professor Joseph A.
Quinn, University of Windsor.

Writers in the first issue in-
cluded Reginald Jebb, author
of the book about his father-
in-law entitled Testimony to
Hilaire Belec; John Batchelor,
professor of English, Univer-
sity of Birmingham; and
Moscow critic Elena Guseva.

Is

By BILL LOUGHLIN
Tidings Staft Writer

“Gilbert Keith Chester-
ton is Poland's second best
friend. God is our best
friends"” ' 4

The paraphrase of Polish
sentiment was delivered
1ast Saturday at Mount St.

Mary's College by a tall,-

gangling, articulate Cana-
dian priest.

There is an enormous
interest in G.K. Chesterton
in’ Poland according to
Father Ian Boyd, C.8.B,
editor of The Chesterton
Review. On a recent trip to
Poland, Fr. Boyd said a
Polish bishop remarked
that in that country Ches-
terton *is a man to be reck-
oned with.”

A Chesterton devotee
whose interest stems back
to hig youth — “my father
subscribed to  GK’s
Weéekly during the 1920s" —
Father Boyd was in Los
Angeles last Sunday 1o
organize the local chapter
of the Chesterton Society.

The Society was founded
at Spode House in England
on the centenary of Chester-
ton's birth, May 29, 1974.
Like The  Chesterton
Review, the society is a sign
of renewed -international
inferest in Chesterton. .

Nowhere is this interest
mére evident today than in
Poland where more than
200,000 copies of his works
have been printed.

= Tape Played

How did Poland ever get
interested in the English
jiterary giant and ‘‘defen-
der of the Faith?”

Fr. Boyd traces Polish
intoract in GKC back to the
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Chesterton said as much
against the British govern-
ment as Kipling did in favor
of it.” Nor was this unique.

GKC maintained lasting
friendships with men with
whorn he quarreled in pub-
lic. His criticisms of public
figures were allegorical,
said Fr. Boyd.
Style Revealed

The taped talk also
revealed the formula for
Chesterton’s literary style.

“To the question, could
there be a Canadian litera-
ture, Chesterton answered
yes,” said Fr. Boyd.

For a country to have'a
jiterature, in Chesterton’s
judgment, it had to have a
myth, a legend. And for
Canada, Fr. Boyd said,
Chesterton found the legend
in the conflict between the
English and the French, as
,epitomized on the plains of
Abraham — which GKC
visited — and personalized
in the~ struggle between
James Wolfe and Mont-
calm.

“{]¢ sees the tworaces at

war with each other,” said
Fr. Boyd. *Isit anunending
conflict? Chesterton says
o’ in his talk, because that
kind of confliet can be good
because it inevitably leads
{o a balance of values which
are needed.”

The same is true of Ches-
terton's views on Poland,
Fr. Boyd remarked.

“1p all of his writings on
Poland, he talks about the
‘Jegend of Poland,’ the little
country.

«poland is the embodi-
ment of all the Chesterto-
pian  values;  heroic,
Catholic agrarian.”

Mo Mhastastan

Poland

19, 1975

xists  like  Chesterton,”
vhecause he understood the
corruption of Western Soci-
ety and he
capitalism,’ said Fr. Boyd.
+But they don't mention his
anti-Socialist writings.

“A Chesterton revival is
taking place in England,
but it is not a Catholic
thing.”

Here in the U.S., progress
is slower, and Fr. Boyd's
visit is an attempt to speed
up the process.

“The Man Who Was
Thursday" has just been
published by Sheed and
Ward, It is the first of a
projected 14-volume series,
-"The Permanent Chester-
ton,” to be edited by Gary
Wills, a vice-president of
the Chesterton Society.

Another important ele-
ment in the Chesterton
renewal is The Chesterton

criticized

Review, published twice

S Fts e dnnammmes S5t ARSI B

yearly, which Father Boyd

edits. It’s growing. The first
issue was 44 pages, the sec-
ond, 86 pages. The third,
which has been delayed by
the recent Canadian postal

‘strike, is twice as large

again.

The roster of the
Review's contributors is
international. The latest
edition includes material
submitted by a professor
from Yokohama, Japan, a
Polish critic living in Eng-
land, a professor at the
University of Antwerp, and
the former chief justice of
Canada.

Tidings’ readers
interested in details about
the Chesterton Society or
the Review, should write:
Box GKC, The Tidings, 1530
W. Ninth $t., Los Angeles,
Cal. 90015.
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Exciting

issue  of

periodical on GKC

THIS latest issue of The Chestertorr Review is even
better than usual, due in part to its opening 20 pages, which
comprise a spirited discussion between Queensland’s Dr Colin
Clark and Peter Hunt, of Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia,
concerning small farming, the guild system and the
Chestertonian concern with these. )

Mr Hunt suffers from a-
blustering, academic man-
ner and from an economic
weakness  that  prefers
Tawney airiness to the
down-to-earth Pirenne and
Clark  where  medieval
guilds are involved.

Dr Clark’s manner is a
pleasing contrast and a
distinct advantage.

South Australian, Fran-
ces McGuire, widow of the
late Paul McGuire —
author, diplomat and for-
mer  Australian  vice-
president of the Chesterton
Society — contributes a
distinguished poem on
GKC himself, whom she

T Y o et divsinafud
THE  CHESTERTON

REVIEW: The Journal
of the Chesterton Soci-
ety. Edited by lan

Boyd. Spring-Summer,

1978 Issue. {Saskatoon,

Saskatchewan,  Can-

ada).
B Y
nicely salutes as “Prospero
and Ariel.”

Between these two.con-
tributions, there is a daz
zling  varicty.  Aidan
Mackey, sometime editor
of the Distributist, an-
nounces a new book, Mr
Chesterton Comes to Tea,
and from it gives 12 full-

“page illusirations of GKC
pencil drawings.

These show conclusively
-that the great man has
been seriously under-rated
as an artist because of his
excellence in other fields of
endeavor.

Twelve pages of the
issue are concerned with
how critics during Chester-
,ton’s lifetime wrote of him

and show G-B. Shaw tobe -

the most enjoyable and
enlightening of them.

John P.  McCarthy
(Professor of History at
Fordham University) gives
us “The  Edwardian

Political Milieu of Chester-

befloc.”

No socialism

Economist J. A. Hobson
and the Wells of that fine
novel, The New Machia-
velli, get their meed of
praise here and Belloc is
displayed as, from the
beginning. arguing against
socialism (pp 227) and, in
The Servile State, giving
prophetic criticism of the
direction in which
socialists  were  already
moving.

The Chesterbelloc ap-
pears again with a
discussion and comparison
by Gertrude M. White
{Professor  of  English
Literature at _ QOakland
University, Rochester,
Michigan} of their poetic
contributions.

This is a splendid contri-
bution and the highlight of

this issue. She says percipi- .

ently; “Where Chesterton
seldom wrote of anything
but refigion, Belloc is only
rz;lrgly a religious poet at
a

Chesterton  holds  the
stage alone in  John
Coates's  explications of
Chesterton’s most neglec-
ted novel, The Flying Inn,
in John Sullivan’s con-
tinuation of his Chesterton
bibliography and in the
final instalment of very
valuable notes made by
Notre Dame students back
in 1930 on a scrics of
Chesterton's lectures.

Victorian age

These are devoted to the
outstanding Victorian Age
authors and such obiter
dicta as these concerning
Matthew Arnold: “His big
theme was Culture. He
was always trying to
establish standards,
especially in art, His stan-

~dard of conscience was

taste, though he could be
fastidious,  frigid and

narrowly fanatic ‘when -

dealing with fanaticism.”

Membership of the
Chesterton Socicty entitles
a person to a copy of The
Chesterton Review twice a
year,

Any interested in joining
the Society should contact
its Australasian represen-
tative, Mr Frank Hills, 27
Strathfield St, Tamragindi,
Brisbane, Queensland
4121.

A complimentary copy
of the Review is available
on application.

present timé

the Chesterton'revival wis oceiir-:

ring  mare nad

‘Chesterfon Soci
Boyd, CSB, ‘edit

““recent book on

America than in _En}gland,' :

Profect Feedback, 72
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Chesterton topics are'

examined in journal

‘(THE Chesterton Review has kept improving on its original
high standard, until it is now among the best literary journals in the
world. The current issue begins brightly with a substantial consideration
of Chesterton and Belloc, in which a Michigan professor of English
literature, Gertrude M. White, takes as her theme, “True Words in Jest:
The Light Verse of Chesterton and Belloc”.

The two are given high
rank in several recent an-
thologies of such verse.

Lord Alfred Douglas. a
fine poet himself, consi-
dered Belloc's work cqual
to that of Lewis Carroll
and superior 1o LEdward

eirs,

W EL Auden considered
the two “the best light
verse writers of our time™,
Professor White amusingly
shows why.

Lgually  attractive 1
Aidan Mackey™s  article,
A Remarkable Fanuly™.
which deals mostly with
Chestertoms before the
time of GKC, for in
sance.  Arthur Chester
ton. wha hecame a sator i
ES3G around the West In
ches i particular.

Aore venturesome was
Georze Tavab Chesterton,
wolfier of tortane, prison
gonernor and  triend of
hehens

He tought m Venesuela
i a Britsh Fegion foree,
whose chiet exploit scems
ta have heen lootmg
Catholic church.

Ihen there were Ches
lerton's  mother.  Marie
Louise, and his gifted bro-
ther Cecil. of whom Bro-
card Sewell has recently
writien o biography. 1ts
shortness  Mackey — finds
deplorable.

fhe most controversial
ot is e Jongest.
about 40 pages given to a
critical  consideration  of
Chesterton as i racist

liv  author is  Owen
Dudley Edwards, a lec-
turer in history at the Uni-
vensity of Ldinburgh.

He finds indicting nat-
wer  atmost  entirely in
GRS fiction and presents
a substantial facteal case.
that wil appear to seme as
a e nasty in places and
rather narrow

Edited by

GKCs

viewpoint s
given consideration and s
eencrilly refuted in essiys

e 1AL Pureelh Sewel!
John Sallivan. Peter Hunt
and Gregory Macdonald,
all vocal Chestertonians.

Huant seems the most el
feetive of these. He points
out that C hesterton was, in
fact, 1 Zionist.

Though cmbittered by
the Marconi affair, he
defended the Jews against
Hitler and. in his autobio
graphy, praised them in
general,  realising  with

THE CHESTERTON RE-
VIEW: The Journal of
the Chesterton Society.

ume 6, No 1. (Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan,
Chesterton Society).

lan Boyd. Vol-

Canada:

Two essays on Bellocs
The Servile State {onge a
review of the reeent book,
Hilgire Belloe Fdwardian
Radieal. by JTohn P. Mc
Casthy) balance out the
journal quite nicely.

There arc also inleresting
“Notes and  Comments”
fone tells of the death at 92
of Sir Henry Slesser, an

Pope Pius XI that “spir- .
ituaily we arg all Semites™. -

In" his rebuttal. Hunt
gives 1901 as the date of
the Castle Hill revolt at
Sydney. whercas it oceured
in 1801.

An interesting contribu
tion is “Chesterton’s Mar
vellous  Boyhood™, which
though London-spent was
as delight-filled 5o cssayist
Nocl O Donoghue..mai:
ins)  as  Wordsworth’s
among his fakes.

This links up with Not
ling Hill, pasi and present.
which is the theme of
novelist Roy Kerridge.

He bases what he writes
largely upon Chestertons
“The Napoleon of Notting
Hil™ and Colm Maclnng
prophetic “Absolule
ners” of our day A osery
fnghiomng  ~twabion
revealed.

associate of GKC in a
number of ventuees), Let-

ters, a splendid full-page

photograph of Chesterton
at 35 and a longish poem
of the Master written at
Notre Dame  University,
unpublished in his works,

Membership  of  the
Chestertan Society entitles
a membor (o a copy of The
Chesterton Review twice a
year.

Anyone intcrested in
joining the Socicty should
contact its  Australasian
representative. Mr Frank
Hitls, 27 Strathfield St
Tareagindi,  Queensland

A sample, complimen-
tary copy of the Review is
available on application to
Mr Hills.

THE cATHotLe “EAPEZ T Qltk}’rj'l(?

GKC journal has
interesting content

NOSTRADAMUS is an in-thing these days, so it is curious
to find in the rather ampler than usual discursive “News and
Comments” section of the latest issue of The Chesterton
Review two references, which would outdo his performances.

One is Chestertonic.

That futuristic novel,
Napoleon of Notting Hill.
a 1904 publication, is set in
1984, the same year as
George Orwell’'s [uturistic
novel.

The second draws atien-
tion to Bellocs futuristic
But Soft. We are Observed.
a 1928 production dealing
with politics in England in
1979, when “one of the
characters s the woman
Prime  Minister  Mary
Bullar™

There are lwo Ausira
flan contributions in this
issue, The first is “A Fur-
ther Tribute to Paul
MeCGuire™ by Kevin Kelly,
now of Canberra, a former
prominent and scholarly
Melbourne Catholie  fay-
man and our sometime
Ambassador to Argentina
and Portugal.

This is an amplilication
of an obituary by Mr Kelly

published in the preceding
issuc of the Review.

The sccond Australian
contribution is by onc of
the Chesterton  Socicty
members in Australia, Sr
M. Laurence. OP. of West
Australia. '

Sr Laurence pives us a
graceful essay on  Alice
Meynell, a  remarkabke
poct critic and essayist and
a leading figure in the
“Catholic Literary Re
vival™

However, the highlights
of this issue are not in the

1; THE CHESTERTON REVIEW:

} The Journat of the Chesterton

{ Society. Edited by lan Boyd.
Volume 5, No 2 (Spring-
Summer, 1979). (Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, Canada: Ches

) terton Society.)

[

“News and  Comments™
nor in material about Ches-
terton himseld, as is cus-
tomary with this outstand-
ing periodical.

Rather are they to be
found in the contributions
concerned with his Distri-

butism, beginning  with
Barbara Wall's long and
carefully documented

cssay dealing with that Dit-
chling Movement, whose
first leaders were Ernic Giil,
Hilary  Pepler.  Edward
Johnston and Fr Vincent
McNabb, OP.

This is first-rate and is
supported by Alonzo
Smith’s 31-page article on
“Distributism and Conven-

tional Economic Theory,” |

" The first s Mr Chester

tan Cames to Tea. or How .

iy

the King of England Cap- |

tured Redskin Island.

This was written by
Aidan Mackey to accom-
pany 16 hithcrto unpub!

-lished pencil drawings by-

Chesterton.
The sccond book re-
viewed is Cecil Chesterton,
by Brocard Sewell,

Fr Sewell's article on |
Thomas Hardy and Ches *

lerton in the preceding
issuc of the Review has
_provoked responses from
John Sullivan and Peter
Hunt.

Other items of intcrest
are:

¢ “Chesterton’s Politics
Today.,” by lJames and
Margaret Canovan.

¢ “Chesterton and the
Mecaning of Adventure,”
by John Coates.

* An open letter by
Chesterton entitled, “On
the Slaying of the Shop by
the Stores.”™

This open letter, largely
unknown and not in any of
his collected works, shows
Chesterton’s Nostradamic
touch since, over 50 years

“ old, it could refer to condi-

tions in Australia today.
This latest volume of
The Chesterton Reyiew
maintains this periodical's
high standard and deserves
wide support from
thoughtful readers.
Membership  of  the
Chesterton Society entitles
a member (o a copy of the
Review twice a year.
Anyone interested  in

which refers to Ruskin's ( joining the Society should

contribution  to

butism’s  idealism
Schumacher's
later.

Two recent books about
GKC are reviewed in this
issuc of the Review

Distri- . contact its
and , representative, Mr Frank
support - Hills,

Australasian

27 Strathfield St,
Tarragindi,  Queensland
4121.

A complimentary copy
of the Review is available
free on application.
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SPECIAL REPORT

No limits for GKC

Ian Boyd

For the last 20 years, under the editorship of Fr Ian Boyd, the Chesterton Review has

flourished, promoting and applying Chesterton’s thought in association with the

Chesterton Society. But now the limits of what can be done have been reached.
To push on further, something new is needed — a Chesterton Institute.

The Chesterton Review was founded some 20
years ago to promote a critical interest in
Chesterton’s thought and works. It was
important that the journal should not only
reflect the complexity and balance of
Chesterton’s  philosophy,  but  also
demonstrate the practical relevance of his
thought to the contemporary world. The
review did what it could, but it has now
become clear that the complete task is one
that carnot be accomplished by a journal. If
the modern world is to derive the full benefit
of Chesterton’s wisdom, a Chesterton
Institute should be established.

Chesterton’s career was rich in apparent
contradictions. Consider only a few of them.
He was one of the best-known religious writ-
ers of his day, yet a surprisingly large portion
of his writing says nothing directly about reli-
gion. A champion of the Catholic Church, he
remained an Anglican for the greater part of
his life. A favourite of Conservatives, he was
ascritical of Conservatism as he was of Social-
ism; and although he always insisted that he
was a Liberal, he also described “liberalism”
as the name of the enemy. Though he wasa
proponent of social and economic ideas often
dismissed as romantic escapism, a good part
of his writing is a sustained criticism of those
who seek to escape to an unreal medieval
past. An impressive social critic and philoso-
pher, his verse, novels and detective stories
are the most effective statements of his phi-
losophy; even great religious and social trea-
tises such as Orthodoxy, What's Wrong with the
World and The Everlasting Man are as much
works of imagination as they are of philoso-
phy. He was ever a journalist, but his best
writing is also a highly elaborate symbolical
art, At the same time, throughout all his writ-
ing, one always remains conscious thathe isa
thinker as well as an imaginative artist, He
may think in pictures; but as Etienne Gilson
once said, he remains one of the deepest
thinkers who ever lived.

As one way of emphasising the freshness
and contemporary relevance of Chesterton
as a thinker, the review published special
issues. They were an unusual collection, but
each of them, in its own way, drew attention
to a meglected aspect of the Chestertonian
philosophy, and to a new way of applying his
insights to the modern world. Whatever the
theme, the writing was meant to awaken the
imagination of the readers, so that they
would see even the things about which
Chesterton never wrote from a Chesterton-
ian angle of vision. Consequently there were
special issues devoted to Georges Bernanos,

CS. Lewis, Karl Kraus, George Grant, and
Cardinal Manning, as well as to the moie
obvious Chestertonian subjects of Belloc,
Baring, Christopher Dawson and - to men-
tion two more soon to be printed — to David
Jones and Vincent McNabb.

Issues on particular themes were also
mearit to serve the same practical purpose,
and some of them went far in emphasising
the breadth and outward-looking quality of
the tradition. There were the more literary
ones on detective fiction and Dickens criti-
cism, but there were others on Japanese
Christian writers, and on ethics and econom-

One always remains
conscious that he is a
thinker as well as an

imaginative artist.

ics in post-Communist Europe. In prepara-
tion are issues on such subjects as the role of
imagination and legend in contemporary
African politics, communitarian ideas in
modern architecture, and the cross-fertilisa-
tion of Christian and Confucian ideas in a
Vietnamese context — an Oriental version of
Distributist thinking among a people who
had never heard of Chesterton, but who, in
spite of their tragic history, somehow
embodied his poetic and self-deprecating
spirit of joy in everything they did.

But the special issues were not the only
way in which the contemporary relevance of
Chesterton was expressed. The review was,
after all, the journal of the Chesterton Soci-
ety, which, from time to time, organised con-
ferences. In November 1993, for example,
there was one in Zagreb. The subjcct was the
contemporary cultural crisis in Eastern
Europe, where the fall of Communism
seemed to offer the societies concerned
nothing except the savage capitalism of a
free market without ethical restraints.
Although the Chesterton Society made no
claim to have a specific solution to this prob-
lem, it did bring economists and theologians
to Croatia for a discussion about the cultural
crisis that faced people in the west as well as
those of the post-Communist world. All
agreed that the search for a “third way”
between socialism and the free market was
misguided utopianism, but many of the con-
ference participants, who represented vari-
ous religious and political viewpoints, also
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rid

ago when

most important and insightfui es-
savs, The Patriotic Idea,” in which

he exposéd the. mythologles that

inhabit the imperialist meutahty
Moreover, he showed that-the im-~
perialist is the natural enemy of the

- This ﬁ:ﬁsay, Written in the 1fter—

“math ‘of England’s imperialistic

ddventure in South ‘Africa during

Ehe Boer War, is the feature article
i the special 30th anniversary is-
sue of The Chestertonr Review,

founded by Canadian Basilian Fr.
Ian Boyd. Fr. Boyd told The Wan-
derer,; “Though Chesterion wrote
thie essay in 1904, it might have

“been written yesterday as a com-
mient o the Iraq war or on Presi-

dent'George: Buqh 5 maugural ad-

- dress.

- “How wise he is! And how bad-
ly we need his wisdom today.”

Fr. Be)yd —who has anticipat-

ed his retirement as editor of The

‘Chesterion Review by designating

Dermot Quinn, professor of histo-
rv at Seton Hall University in New

Tamemer ne hin svacacsne ac meacs
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- Furthermore, the bill does not
state that leaders and members of

* faith groups everywhere in Cana-

On Imperialisi

.  ByPAULLIKOUDIS =

dent of the G.K. Chesierton Insti-

_tute for Faith and Culture — is rec-

ognized internationally as the
world’s leading authority on Ches-
terton.

Republishing this long-forgotten

essay in 2005 — for the first time-

since it originaliy appeared in a
collection of essays titled, En-
gland: A Nation, Being the Papers

of the Patriot Club — should con-

tribute immensely to a growing
discussion in the United States on
this country’s crusade to remake
the Mideast and establish perma-
nent military bases from Iraq to
Uzbekistan.

Among the many shrewd cbser-
vations Chesterton made about his
fellow English citizens in the ear-
Iy 20th century that may apply to
Americans today are these:

» “The English people, who are
upon the whole the most generous
people in the world, have this de-
fect in their generosity — that they
cannot be persuaded that there are
“any people in'the world who do not
want their commodities. In fact,
the English have a peculiar and
even mystical kind of generosity
— a generosity which is willing to

~ivra all ite cande tn tha monre bt

“ English system . .

WAL AR WL

less of their persomi views or that
of their constituents on this matter
of conscience.

M e s ) B

cannot be .perstiaded to let the poor
keep the goods they have already.”
* “When we begin to speak of

‘self-government and independence

and such matters, the typical En-

glishman always imagines that we

mean-a parliament elected on an
. and as he imag-
ines that this is the only possible

- kind of self-government, he. says,

with perfect truth, that no riation in
the world has done so much for
self-government as the English. It
does not, however, seem to occuf
to him that every government that
ever existed in the world was arep-
resentative government, and that
every despot was elected sileatly
by universal suffrage.

« “When a nation has a taste for
politics, as in England, its politi-
cians represent it; “and where it has -
a taste rather for war, its warriors
represent it; and where it has a
taste for religious medmnon, 1t9‘
saints and hermits represent it.™

» “The danger of small com-
monwealths is narrowness, but
their advantage is reality. Now, at '
any specific stage in the world’s
history we ought to ask ourselves

See

Hyiowre an imnerialiem” n_ 10



The Chesterton Tradition Thrives

K. Chesterton, the great
Gchristian apologist, had

insights into culture and
society that put him ahead of
his time. Reverend lan Boyd,
C.8B., Ph.D., editor of the
Chesterton Review and an
adjunct professor of English at
Seton Hall University, keeps
Chesterton’s ideas alive at just
the right time.

“Although Chesterton wrote
during the early part of the 20th
century, its as though he had
today’s generation in mind as
his audience,” says Father Boyd.

The Chesterton Review is the
cornerstone publication of the
G.K. Chesterton Institute for
Faith and Culture, a nonprofit
educational organization of
which Father Boyd is the
founder and president. Now in
their 30th year, the journal and
the Institute came about in

1974 after a conference in
England that celebrated

the 100th anniversary of
Chesterton’s birth. When

a number of participants sug-
gested that someone keep the
conference’s momentum going,
Father Boyd, an internationally
recognized Chesterton scholar,
was a logical choice.

Father Boyd was introduced
at an early age to the works of
this British man of letters. “My
father subscribed to one of

Chesterton’s weekly newspapers,
so growing up, I knew who G.K.

Chesterton was,” he says. As for
publishing an academic journal,
that, too, had family ties. “You
might say [ have printers ink in
my blood,” says Father Boyd, a
native of Canada. “In 1852,

my grandfather, Angus Boyd,
founded and began editing a
weekly newspaper, which today

is still widely read by Catholics
and Scots in Canada and the
United States.”

For many years, Father
Boyd taught English at 5t.
Thomas More College of the
University of Saskatchewan.
The college also was home to
the Chesterton Institute. But as
Father Boyd contemplated the
future of the Institute and the
journal, he started seeking his
successor and the right academic
setting. “I considered a number
of Catholic universities, includ-
ing Seton Hall, which is well
known as a world-class institu-
tion and for its outstanding
Center for Catholic Studies,”
he recalls. “As my search for
the right college continued, I
received a warm welcome from
University President Monsignor
[Robert] Sheeran ['67] and
was invited to come.”
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And so for the past five
years, Seton Hall has hosted
Father Boyd and the Institute,
now part of the Center for
Catholic Studies. The Institute
also has an overseas affiliate,
The G.K. Chesterton Institute
for Faith and Culture, in
Oxford, England. In addition 1o
his Institute duties, Father Boyd
has taught two classes at Seton
Hall, one on C.5. Lewis and
Chesterton, and the other a
graduate course on sacrarmental
themes in modern literature. He
also maintains membership in
the Basilian Fathers, a religious
community, based in Toronto,
that is devoted to teaching,

In time, Father Boyd, who
turns 70 in January 2003, will
turn the journal over to Dermot
Quinn, D.Phil., professor of his-
tory at Seton Hall and a board
member of the Chesterton
Institute. “Father Boyd is
unquestionably the leading,
Chesterton scholar in the
world. As such, he has been
a vital force in promoting the
ideas of this great Englishman
and his intellectual circle,
bringing to a new generation
the abiding truths of the
Chestertonian vision,” Quinn
explains. “As for Father Boyds
personal qualities, they are
almost too numerous to
mention: high intelligence
combined with exceptional
good hurmor, warmth, loyalty,
integrity, friendliness and —
underlying all — a deep
religious conviction that, it is

Reverend lan Boyd, C.5.B., Ph.D.,
(right) has chosen Dermot Quinn,
D. Phil. Qeft) to succeed him when
the time comes to retire as presi-
dent of the G.K. Chesterton
Institute for Faith and Culiure.
They are examining o volume

of Chesterton’s magazine, the
G.K. Weekly.

~

not too much to say, amounts
to a kind of sanctity”

People unfamiliar with
Chesterton may wonder why
he merits such long-lasting,
widespread esteem by academ-
icsand “regular people” alike.
There are plenty of reasons,
Father Boyd would reply.
Chesterton, born in England
in 1874, was a poet, journalist,
theologian, mystery writer,
philosopher and playwright.
He was a brilliant man who
wrote prolifically during the
early 1900s on many topics
and for a variety of venues.
Chesterton’s works appeared
in his own publications, such
as The Eye-Witness, as well as
in Britain’s Daily News and
the Daily Herald. Among his
many well-known writings on
Christianity are Orthodoxy and
The Everlasiing Man. Upon
reading Orthodoxy, novelist
Franz Kafka commented,

“He’s so happy....1can almost
believe he’s found God.”

The truths Chesterton
espoused, says Quinn, “might
be summed up as the impor-
tance of faith and family; the
need for a sacramental vision
of life; the value of small, local
comrmunities and economics
on a human scale; the beauty
of religious tradition.”

Chesterton also penned
allegorical novels and the
beloved series of Father Brown
mysteries. 1t's in the latter, says
Father Boyd, where Chesterton

“Chesterton was able to
teach about religion without

ever mentioning the subject.”
—Reverend lan Boyd, C.5.B., Ph.D.

displayed his “stealth evan-
gelism.” He adds, “Father
Brown, the detective, is the
image of the Church. Hes
quiet and unassuming, and
when he confronts the
criminal, it’s not to
punish him, but to
minister to him.
Chesterton was able to
teach about religion
without ever mentioning
the subject.”

Interestingly, Chesterton
wrote the Father Brown mys-
teries belore he converted to
Catholicism in 1922, “He was
sympathetic to the Catholic
Church for many years prior,
but as someone who was also
very English, he hesitated to
leave the Anglican faith,”
explains Father Boyd, who
authored The Novels of G.K.
Chesterton. “Ultimately,
Chesterton desired the sacra-
ments, and he joined the
Catholic Church.”

The Chesterton Review,
published quarterly, blends
Chesterton’s writings and
commentaries by others on
a plethora of topics, such as
“Chesterton on The Passion of
Christ” and “The Least of Our
Brethren,” the latter an essay
about embryonic stem cell
research. Special issues high-
light prominent individuals,
among them Chesterton’s con-
ternporary, ] R.R. Tolkien, or
a theme such as ethics and
economics in post-Communist
Europe. The Institute’s other
major publications are Gilbert
Magazine, which presents
Chestertenian thought in a gen-
eral interest format, and Second
Spring, its European-based aca-
demic journal.

Father Boyd's vision for the
Institute goes beyond the
written word. As an academic
center, the Institute for 25

vears has sponsored confer-
ences on topics amenable to
Chesterton’s distinct social
vision. In August, the Institute,
working with its English affili-
ate, coordinated a full program
on Tolkien, which took place at
Christ Church in Oxford. In
September, a conference titled
“Christian Values in Culture
Today: Lithuania from G.K.
Chesterton's Point of View,”
brought scholars to Vilnius,
Lithuania.

Father Boyd also eagerly
anticipates a forthcoming con-
ference at Seton Hall to cele-
brate the Institutes 30th
anniversary. “Conferences are a
way for editors and scholars to
apply Chesterton’ ideas to
today’s soclety,” he says, noting
that proceedings of the confer-
ences often are published in
the Chesterton Review.

The Chesterton Institute also
oversees other initiatives: the
Sane Econormy Project, which
takes a unique approach to
studying social and economic
issues, and the Christian
Reunion and Jewish-Christian
Dialogue, which promotes
friendship among people of the
two faith traditions. An Institute-
sponsored sumimer school in
Oxford for Seton Hall students is
being planned for 2005, Further
ahead, Father Boyd envisions
radio or television programs,
possibly a dramatic recreation
of Chesterton’s debates with
George Bernard Shaw.

The Institute emphasizes
not so much Chesterton, as
interesting a character as he
was, but how his message
remains pertinent to today’s
world. “When an important
author dies, there’s always a
period of time when the works
are eclipsed or possibly forgot-
ten,” says Father Boyd. “With
Chesterton, there’s a revival of

interest in his thinking because
his thoughts transcend time.”

In a fittingly Chestertonian
way, Father Boyd believes the
Institute’s work is more impor-
tant than his own hand in it.
He's still active at the helm,
but ever upon his retirerent
(whenever that may be), he
hopes to remain involved with
the Tnstitute. “The test of any
program is whether it contin-
ues once its founder has
stepped aside. The Institute
has a bright future, regardless,”
says Father Boyd.

— Sheila Smith Noondn

Chesterton was a philosopher,
playwright, poet, joumalist and
thedlogian, not to mention author
of the Father Brown detective
stories. His many personds
fascinate the two scholars.
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B Los intelectuales del mundo y La Nacion
Hoy, Ian Boyd

“La realidad es muy pe

Continuacién de la Pag. 1, Col. 2

nistas de China, Vietham y Cuba.

Boyd, nacidoen Blaine Lake, Canada, hace
69 afios, se cri6 en lo que Chesterton describi-
riacomouna comunidad utopica, un pequefio
pueblo en el que todos se conocen, son duefios
de tierras o de algtin negocio y tienen una
profesion. Desde muy joven, Boyd tomé con-
tacto con los libros de Chesterton, ya que su
padre era fanatico del escritor. Tras estudiar
literatura inglesa -primero en la Universidad
de Saskatchewan y luego en Toronto yenEs-
cocia-, se ordend en la Congregacion de San
Basilio, inspirado por suhermano mayor. Du-
rante anos profesor en el Saint Thomas More
College de la Universidad de Saskatchewan,
Boyd es hoy reconocido mundialmente como
una autoridad en Chesterton.

Poco antes de partir hacia Buenos Aires,
el presbitero ~que visita por primera vez la
Argentina- conversé con La Nacion acerca
del estado dela fe, 1a cultura y la razon en el
mundo actual, y sobre las ideas de Chester-
ton, cuyos libros fueron admirados y emu-’
lados por autores tan disimiles como W, H.
Auden, Paul Claudel, Agatha Christie, Ernest
Hemingway, Graham Greene, Gabriel Garcia
Marquez y nuestro Jorge Luis Borges.

~Chesterton escribié mucho sobre la
crisis cultural de su tiempo, a principios
del siglo XX. ;Cree que estamos mejor
0 peor hoy?

-La crisis cultural tiene que ver con Ia pér-
dida del sentido delo sagradoy con una suerte
de fealdad espiritual y maldad que ya se perci-
bia en tiempos de Chesterton. Hoy ha empeo-
rado. Eslo que Chesterton llamala pérdida de
limitaciones religiosas fuertes, de lamemoria 3 BENTIEZN PR DAASE Breae
gsuilﬁgsal vig%g::g? 0; clo)alsosrﬁzz :}]{gﬁangslgg “La globalizacién me da miedo, por el riesgo de que la gente pierda contacto con la realidad concreta ", dice Boyd
grandes ciudades, extendidas y sin forma, en ;

lafalta de unaampliay justa distribucién dela elrestodela gente no es mas que proyeccio-  esti en que veamos esto como una realidad los conflictos entre religiones.
propiedadyenlapérdidadeladignidadhuma.  nes. asiaue cada1mo tarmina eamtaas o, o o1 qUe -
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Chesterton: conferencia
internacional y exposicion

La figura de Gilbert K. Chesterton sera homenajeada en la UCA por la Sociedad Chestertoniana Argentina y la Bi-
blioteca Central de la Universidad, a través de una conferencia internacional y una exposicion alusiva a la obra y

pensamiento del escritor inglés.

Gilbert K. Chesterton.

Se realizara en la UCA una Confe-
rencia Internacional sobre “Gilbert K.
Chesterton y su actualidad en la crisis de
nuestra cultura”, organizada por la So-
ciedad Chestertoniana Argentina y The
G.K. Chesterton Institute for Faith &
Culture. con el patrocinio del Card. Jor-
ge Bergoglio, S.1., Arzobispo de Buenos
Aires y Gran Canciller de la UCA. La
misma se llevara a cabo en el Auditorio
San Agustin, entre el 21 y 24 de sep-
tiembre, y contara con la participacion
de destacadas figuras del dmbito de la
cultura y la educacion, quienes aborda-
ran las distintas facetas de Chesterton en
conferencias y paneles de discusion.

Con motivo del foro, visitardn nues-
tro pais oradores de Estados Unidos y
Gran Bretaia. entre los que se destaca el
Presbitero lan Boyd, Presidente de The

Culture y editor de The
Chesterton Review; el Prof.
Sheridan Gilley, especialis-
ta en el Cardenal Newman
reconocido internacional-
mente, y dos representantes
del Arzobispo de Granada.
Este Instituto viene organi-
zando conferencias interna-
cionales sobre el escritor
desde hace varios afios en
distintas ciudades del mun-
do y es la primera vez que
se realizard en un pais de
habla hispana y en el he-
misferio sur. La Sociedad
Chestertoniana Argentina
procura promover el pensa-
miento de Chesterton y su
circulo y, més ampliamen-
te, explorar la aplicacion de
sus ideas al mundo contem-
pordneo mediante confe-
rencias, cursos, investiga-
ciones y escritos y también
a través de la television, la
radio, la prensa y la escena.

Exposicién en la Biblioteca Central

En el marco de la Conferencia Inter-
nacional, la Biblioteca Central presenta-
1 hasta el 2 de octubre
una muestra de arte re-
ferida a las ediciones
de libros argentinos de
Chesterton y los Boce-
tos de los Vitrales de la
Iglesia de Ntra. Sra. de
la Merced (San Juan),
que fueron realizados
por el artista Ernesto
Murillo.

Ernesto  Murillo
(Buenos Aires, 1941),
se formo con Alberto
Bruzzone y la frecuen-
tacion de Enrique Poli-

racten Aharda Ta mintn

tracién de libros, el mural, la escultura y
el vitral. Algunas de sus obras monu-
mentales son: las tallas de la Catedral de
Avellaneda (1983-2003) adjudicadas por
concurso internacional; Tripticos de
“Ultima Cena” y “Cristo en Gloria” (Pa-
rroquia Stella Maris, Monte Hermoso);
Monumento al V Centenario del Descu-
brimiento de América (Rafaela, Santa
Fe); “Nuestra Seiora de los Angelcs",
vitral (Monasterio Trapense, Azul), etc.

El niicleo de su exposicion lo consti-
tuye el trabajo previo a la materializa-
cion de un extenso ciclo de vitrales dedi-
cado a la Pasidn de Nuestro Sefior Jesu-
cristo.

Se muestran desde algunos de los
primeros bosquejos parciales o genera-
les. de pequefio formato para ser abarca-
dos en su totalidad antes que en sus de-
talles, hasta los tltimos dibujos en esca-
la 1:1 respecto de la obra definitiva.

Este conjunto de bocetos se comple-
menta con otra témpera preparatoria de
un vital realizado con anterioridad, cuyo
asunto, “El Cordero Mistico™, se retoma
luego en el desarrollo temético de la Pa-
sion, A su vez, el cuadro de “Jests Mise-
ricordioso™, de reciente ejecucion, se re-
fiere al paso por la cruz pero contempla-
do desde una perspectiva gloriosa.




House of Lords honors Seton Hall’s link with the G.K. Chesterton Institute

arely one week after

the terrorist atracks of

September 11, 2001, the
G.K. Chesterton Institute and
Scron Hall University came
tocether in London to formual-
ize their association at 4 cere-
mony hosted by Parliament’s
House of Lords. The event
on September 19 cclebrared
the values that British author
Gilbert Keith Chesterton
skillfully defended until his
dearch in 1936 — values thart
terroristy tried to attack in the
preceding weck.

Speeches that evening
focused on the sanctity of every
human hife. the vital necessity
of freedom for the human spiric
and solidarity beoween Britain
nd the United States.

Haosted by Lords Kenneth
Baker and David Alton, mem-
bers of the House of Lords
and of the Chesterton Insticute
Board in the United Kingdom.
o

2 reception was attended by
more than 200 distingiished
writers and polideians, as well as

several ambassadors, A number

Seton Hall alamni hiving

by

ad also were present

Ciring Chesterton as “one

f the grear Catholic writers

of the last century.™ Monsignor
Robert Sheeran '67, University
president. noted, “He delighted
m God's creation and he
expressed thar delight with
manelous words and wonderful
the. Chesterton s a splendid

ns

reminder. from a different

= and place, of the great-
sess of our own mission herc at
Seton Hall.”

e G.K. Chesterton

. a4 nonprofic educa-

anization incurpm:zrcd

States. Canada

¢ Britain. moved its

» the Seton Hall
F5. “Icis appropri-

“We must have something
that will hold the four
corners of the world still,
while we make our social
experiments or build our
Utopias. For instance, we
must have a final agreement,
i ® if only on the truism of
human brotherhood, that will resist some

reaction of human brutality.”

—G.K. Chesterton, Why | Am a Catholic, 1926

ate that his memory and the
luminous tradition to which he
belonged be cherished na great
Cacholic university,” Monsignor
Sheeran added

Chesterton was born in [874
in London. He converted from
Anglicanism to Cacholicism and
is considered one of the most
influential religious writers
of the early 20th century.
Chesterton shed light on
the sacramental tradition of
soctal thonght and the role

of inagination in the evange-
lization of culture and in the

primacy of the life of the spirit.
His work 1s considered profound
yer comprehensible to general
readers, and he also is known
for his wit and humaor, During
his career, he published 4,000
newspaper essays and 69 books,
including biographics of Charles
Dickens and St Francis of
Assist, as well as che popular
FFucher Brown mystery series,
Dedicated to promoting
the sacramental tradition of
social thought associated wich
Chesterton and the circle of
writers later influenced by his

works., the mstitute publishes
The Chesterron Reziees, Reverend
lan Boyd, C.S.B.. president of
the G. K. Chesterron Instituce,
also serves as editor of this widely
respected academic journal.
The institute had scheduled
a conference last fall focused
on the author’s views on what
he considered to be a model
Christian nation. The confer-
ence. “Chesterton’s Treland
Then and Now — A Call for
Re-Evangehization.
have taken place at St. Patrick’s
College near Dublin, from
September 14-16. While the
conference was postponed

WS to

following the terronst attacks
on America. worldwide irerest
in Chesterton contintics 1o crow
The institute plans to build

on that interest. hosting con-
ferences and projects in the
United States as well as in
diverse locales. inclnding
England. Scotland. Eastern

FEurope and Africa.
For more information on

the institute or the postponed

conference, contact Facher

Boyd at (97.3) 761-2-430 or c-mail

b frean@siin v

— Rusemerry Meneeees “99

Several atumni iving ahroad
were on hand at a House of
Lovds veception in London
celebrating the association
between the (1.K. Chesterton
Iustitute and Seton Hall
University. Catching up with
Maonsignor Robert Sheeran "67.
University president (vighe).
were (from rvight) Heather Jean
Mays '86. Ph.D.: Philip Hardy
§7; and € pher Morg
a fellow Chest
at KPMG L




Sacred mysteries

Christopher Howse

Cherie’s love
of Chesterton

herie Booth, the wife of

the Prime Minister,

made quite a good joke
last week during a surprise
visit to the Athenaeum club
in London. “The whole world
is dividing itself into
progressives and
conservatives,” she said. “The
job of the progressives is to
go on making mistakes. The
job of the conservatives is to
prevent those mistakes from
being corrected.”

As she readily
acknowledged, the joke was
lifted from G.K. Chesterton,
for he was the motive for her
being there, at a meeting to

raise funds for the Chesterton”

Institute, based in Oxford
and New Jersey. Americans
are good at raising funds, but
we British seem hopeless
and, unless people rally
round, the Chesterton
Institute, with its library in
Oxford that spreads his ideas,
will founder.

That matters, because it
was not after all so'unlikely
that Miss Booth should be a
fan of Chesterton’s. What he
says continues to be valued
across a wide spectrum of
political views. Chesterton
was politically a Liberal, a
supporter of the Boers during
the Boer War, an excoriator of
capitalism, a defender of the
Trench Revolution, an
admirer of the anomalous
Robert Browning and G.F
Watts. He moved towards
Catholicism at a time when it
was surprising the world with
its radical social doctrine.

He is still enjoyed not as a
mere ideologue. His prose
style may be relentlessly
paradoxical on the surface,
but beneath it are great
sinews of original thought.
And when he is not original

realists, eschewing the acrid
fog of Germanic idealism,
Chesterton was a methodic
optimist.

He was a child of Victorian
scepticism and pessimism,
left to grow up on the sterile
shingle landscape of
Matthew Arnold’s Dover
Beach, dominated by the
“melancholy, long,
withdrawing roar™ of the sea
of faith.

Chesterton was to produce
his own memiorably dour
lines, “I tell you naught for
your comfort,/ Yea, naught
for your desire,/ Save that the
sky grows darker yet/ And
the sea rises higher.” But
these are set in the context of
a heroism that is Christian,
ultimately hopeful; not
nihilistic.

Chesterton had taken an
overdose of nihilism in the
1890s when he was at the
Slade School of Art. It was an
intelectual world, “where the
perverse in pleasure pine/
And men are weary of green
wine/ And sick of crimson
seas,” to take some more
lines from The Ballad of the
White Horse. Beneath the
black moon of the French

‘His was not
astodgy,
roast-heef

el a o)
English religion
symbolists and the deceiving
planchette of the spiritualists,
Chesterton found sulphur
and blackness. He only

escaped by grasping tight to
the shafts of light that

Mr and Mrs Antony Tyler

y il

8 CATHOLIC LIFE

; N
with Dr Sheridan Gilley (centre)
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On OcroBeR 12 the GK

Chesterton Institute for

Faith and Culture helda |
reception at the Athenaeum

in London to mark 30

‘years of The Chesterton
Review and related activi-

ties around the world..
Cherie Blair described
Chesterton a8 a great

English writer who was in
the process of being redis-
covered and whose poetry

she had foved as a child.

Joba Dilger, Fr Ian Boyd CSB and Cherie Blair

Chesterton Institute launches appeal

Appealing for donors to
support the Institute’s
work, she described the
Chesterton Institute as “the
creative continuation of the

" tradition that Chesterton

represents — the tradition of
Christian humanism, of
common-sense wisdom, -

_ and a feeling for the sacred
in ordinary Life”.

Mgr Keith Barltrop, the
director of the Cathelic
Ageney for the Support of

- evangelising culture”. |
The Institute’s next event
- will take place on

5w ‘Megr Robert Sheeran with Canon Timothy Russ

Evangelisation, also spoke

in praise of the Institute,

calling it an essesitial part-

per in the “vital work of

November 5 at the
Catholic Chaplaingy in

Oxford. For further infor-
mation about the Institute

ot to subscribe to The
Chesterton Review, visit

www.secondspring.co.uk. .
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Chesterton Institute Welcbmed by
the House of Lords

| cistn, Chestetton
was one of the
most influential re-
ligious writers of
his day (1874-
1936), providing
works that are pro-
| found yet compre-
| hensible to the gen-
Bl eral reader. His
ideas have particu-
lar importance to
those interested in

the sacramental tra-
Reverend lan Boyd, C.S.B., president of the G.K. Chesterton Institute (left); i £ social
Monsignor Robert Sheeran, University president; and Lord Kenneth Baker, Hon Ot s0cia
member of the House of Lords enjoy the reception.

thought, the role of
imagination in the
evangelization of culture and in the

The official association between the :
primacy of the life of the spirit.

G.K. Chesterton Institute and Seton
Hall University was formalized dur-
ing a reception at the House of
Lords in England on September 19.
Lords Kenneth Baker and David Al-
ton, hosts and members of the
House of Lotds, welcomed Monsi-
gnor Robert Sheeran, University
president, Reverend Ian Boyd, CS.
B., president of the GK. Chesterton
Institute; and Dermot Quinn, M.
Div., associate director of the Ches-
terton Institute and associate profes-
sor of history. More than 200 distin-
guished writers and politicians, in-
cluding several foreign ambassadors
with a personal interest in Chester-
ton, also were on hand.

The institute ensures that Chesterton’s
ideas are promoted and furthered, and
explores the application of Chesterto-
nian ideas in the contemporary world.
For nearly 30 years, the institute has
published The Chesterton Review, 2
widely respected academic joutnal re-
flecting the versatility of Chesterton’s
thoughts. In addition, the institute
publishes Gilbert, a more popular
monthly magazine and S econd Spring,
the joutnal of the institute’s Centre for
Faith & Culture in Oxford.

“I am delighted that the Chesterton Re-
view and the Chesterton Institute have
some to Seton Hall. The Review is an
important journal that has received
great acclaim among scholars, and the
wider public. Chesterton himself —
poet, philosopher, novelist, journal-
ist — was one of the great Catholic
writers of the last century,” says Mon-
signor Sheeran. “It is appropriate that
his memory and the luminous tradition
in which he belonged be cherished in a
great Catholic university. He delighted
in God’s creation and expressed that
delight with marvelous words and

The G.K. Chesterton Institute, 2
non-profit educational organization
incorporated in the United States,
Canada and Great Britain, moved its
main offices to Seton Hall University
in 1998. The institute’s primary fo-
cus is the promotion of the sacra-
mental tradition of social thought
associated with the English author
and the circle of writers later influ-
enced by him. A convert to Catholi-

wondetful insight. Chesterton is
2 splendid reminder, from a dif-
ferent time and place, of the
greatness of our mission here at
Seton Hall.”

A Save the
N Date!

University Day
2001
Saturday, October 13

For more information
call ext. 9834

PAGE7

Don’t Forget !

Trivia Contest on the
back of HallWays

Enter to win one of
two $50 gift certifi-
cates to Cafe Arugula
in South Orange.

Cherie Blair reveals her love of Chesterton

Cherie Blaire, wife of Britain's Prime Minister, joined a distinguished audience of political,

religious and media figures at London

's Athenaeum Club recently to celebrate 30 years of cultural

evangelisation through The Chesterton Review and launch.an appeal for funds.

rs Blair spoke ata reception on 12 October
organised by the G K. Chesterton
Institute for Faith & Culture, based at
Seton Hall University, New Jersey, and Oxford in
England. It wag both & celebration of 30 years of The
Chesterton Review, and its related Chesterton-inspired
activities around the world, including conferences in
England, Ireland, Croatia, Lithuania, Argentina and the
USA. :
Mrs Blair, who would not accept &
fee for her appearance, demonstrated
that she was not merely a decorative 3
celebrity wheeled in for the occasion,
but a knowledgeable Chestertonian,
She made an appeal for support of the §
Institute, describing Chesterton as a
great  English writer  currently
experiencing a revival of scholarly
interest, and whose -poetry she had
; §i i

simply “the ¢ HOLEO
the firadition that  Chesterton
represents  (along with  Lewis,
Newman, Dawson and T.S. Eliot) —
{he tradition of Christian. humanism,
of common sense Wisdom, and a
feeling for the sacred in ordinary life.
Chesterton knew that without the dignity and sense of
purpose that comes from our relationship with a God
who made us, there can be no yltimate basis for human
equality, for democracy, for justice, for human rights.”

As a defender of human rights herself, she took
extremely seriously this jdea that rights are founded in
our relationship to the Creator.

“For the last three decades”, she went on, “the
Chesterton Review and Institute have tried to promote &
benign cultural revolution, and a revival of interest in
intelligent Christianity — meaning a Christianity that is
{raditional without being fundamentalist, and radical
without being aggressive.” She quipped, quoting
Chesterton, that “the whole world is dividing itself into
progressives and conservatives.  The job of the
progressives is to go on making mistakes. The job of
the conservatives is to prevent those mistakes from
being corrected.”  Back in 1930 Chesterton wrote that
“people are inundated, blinded, deafened, and mentally

piralysed by a flood of vulgar and tasteless externals,
leaving them no time for Ieisure, thought, or creation
from within themselves”. We surely recognize some
{ruth in this description, she said. Chesterfon’s insights
speak eloguently to a Westemn world exhausted by

: materialism. Mrs Blair praised the Chesterton Library
and study centre that the Institute is trying to establish

in Oxford, and appealed for continued support in
making that possible.
; ‘Mgr Keith Barltrop, the Director
of the Catholic Agency for the
Support of Evangelisation, recently
created by the Bishops of England
and Wales, also spoke in praise of
i the Chesterton Institute’s  work,
adding: “The Chesterton Institute is
one of our most jmportant partners
in this vital work of evangelising
culture.”
-Stratford Caldecott, the UK
] re) &70)

O L G B bt
added that Chesterton’s social
philosophy of “Distributism” has
been in many ways the ancestor of
today’s radical movements  in
defence of life, ecology, the family,
agriculture, small shops and small
communities. . It opposed corruption in business, the
media and politics. “There is plenty of room for
disagreement on exactly how the principles of human
dignity may be translated into political action,” he said,

* wiotit is clear hat all the major political parties in this

country are now well aware of the need to think deeply
and debate these issues effectively. It seems we are
entering into a period when the role of independent
Christian ‘“think tanks™ like the Chesterton Iustitute will
e more important than ever.”

Earlier in the week, the distinguished historizn Dr
Sheridan Gilley -had spoken at an event in Arundel
Castle, comparing. G.K. Chesterton with John Henry
Newman as an exponent and defender of Christianity.

It seems that Chesterton’s star is on the rise again.

Inset: Mprs Cherie Blair remembering verses fiom
Tepanto’ which she said she had learned at school.
Also in the picture, Swratford Caldecott.




Chesterton Conference in
Argentina, October, 2006

Representing Australia and the Chesterton Society, Vice-President Karl Schmude, a
guest speaker al the Conference, compiled this report especially for The Defendant.

he universal appeal of

Chestexton is unmistakable,

and especially striking when
one visits another coumfry. It is
remarkable that a writer so quintessentially
English should reach out and speak powerfully
to such varied peoples — Ewropean, Asian,
North and South American, and perhaps in
time, African as well.

In early Oclober, 1 flew to Buenos Aires to
participate in e Second International
Chesterton Conference.  The first such
meeting took place in 2005, Tt atiracted an
audience of more than 500, testifying to the
appeal which Chesterton continues to exert in
the contemperary world — and perhaps more
so, paradoxically, in countries other than
England.

On this occasion in 2006, speakers came
from the United States and Australia as well as
Argentina itself. Most of the American
speakers work at Seton Hall University, a Catholic
institution in New Jersey, where the Chesterton Institute
for Faith & Culture is located. The President of the
Institute, Fr Ian Boyd CSB, who founded the
Chesterton Review in 1974 was accompanied by Dr
Dermot Quinn, a historian who serves as a Director of
the Institute, and Mgy Richard Liddy, the Director of the
Center for Catholic Studies at Seton Hall.

Fr Boyd spoke on Chesterton as ‘The Legendary
Teacher’, Dr Quinn en ‘Chesterton and the Argentina of
Today’, and Mgr Liddy on ‘The Early Context of
Bernard Lonergan’s Economics’. The foeus of the
conference was ‘Chesterton’s ideas on education and
economics’, and I was invited to address that topic in an
opening address. Each of these papers will appear in a
future issue of the Chesterton Review.

The other segments of the conference were largely
made up of panel discussions with a range of
academnics, chiefly from Catholic universities in Buenos
Aires and La Plata (the capital of the Province of
Buenos Aires, as distinct from the city itself).

For those of us who were English-speaking, a novel
feature of the meeting was to listen via headphones to a
wanslation of the remarks of Spanish-speaking experts.
1 had my first experience of speaking in my native
fongue o an audience who relied on a simultaneous
translation of my paper into Spanish.

The conference was organized by a committee of
Chestertonians in Buenos Aires, led by their personable
and deeply cultured chairman, Horacio Velasco-Suarez.

Conference giroup in front of the magnificent cathedral
of La Plata, Buenos Aires Frovince. Fr. Boyd and
Dermot Quinn, right front; Karl Schmude, centre.

Horacio has recently translated into Spanish
Chesterton’s book of essays, The Well and the

Shallows, and he and his commiltce assembled an
impressive array of people (including such public
figures as former ambassadors and politicians, one of
whom has recently been nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize). Not only did they contribute to the formal
proceedings, but they also enhanced the atmosphere of
conviviality after-hours. (For those readers of The

+ Defendarnt who may like to read Semor Velasco-

Suarez’s report on the 2005 conference in Buenos
Alires, il is published in the most recent issue of the
Chesterton Review, Spring-Summer 2006, pp.263-266.)

1 was asked to join with Dr Dermot Quinn in
offering some “final reflections’ at the conclusion of the
conference, and 1 took the opportunity fo highlight the
deep harmonies I sensed during the three days — firstly,
between the mind and the man, between ‘Chesterton the
mind’ and ‘Chesterton the man’ who pervaded our
discussions in so many ways, and secondly, the
harmony between different people, from different
cultures, who attended the conference and were united
in their devetion and affection for G.K. Chesterton.




Polish Embassy in Washington, D.(.

Hosts the G.K. Chesterton Institute

On the evening of April 10, 2008 the Embassy of the
Republic of Poland in Washington, D.C., hosted an
important cultural event. The Embassy’s guests were
leaders of The G.K. Chesterton Institute for Faith and
Culture which publishes The Chesterton Review. The G.K.
Chesterton Institute, a non-profit educational organiza-
tion incorporated in the United States, Canada and Great
Britain, is located at Seton Hall University, South Orange,
NJ. (The president-editor emeritus of the Post Eagle, Mr.
Chester Grabowski, is a proud alumnus of Seton Hall’s
Law School.)

Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874-1936) made his career
as poet, playwright, art historian, journalist, and social
reformer in the United Kingdom, and converted to
Roman Catholicism in 1922. Chesterton probably is best
remembered today as author of a series of detective
novels with Father Brown as hero.

Hugh Mackinnon, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, G.K.
Chesterton Institute for Faith & Culture, US, Laura MacKinnon,
Dr. Dermot Quinn, Mariusz Brymora, Cultural Counselor, Embassy
of the Republic of Poland in Washington, D.C., Father Ian Boyd,

Neither SOClahsm/commf.lmsm, 2oL la]s.sez faire capitalism C.S.B, President of the G. K. Chesteron Institute for Faith & Cul-
appealed to Chesterton’s sense of fair play and human ture, Gloria Garafulich-Grabois, John Odom, Chairman of the
possibility guided by Christian principles. This is why he Board of Trustees, G. K. Chesterton Institute for Faith & Culture,
promoted a third way - Christian Democracy. Chesterton UK, Prof. Andrzej Rabezenko, Minister-Counselor, Embassy of the
saw the Irish and Polish Republics of his day as fertile soil Republic of Poland in Washington, D.C.

for the establishment and then the spread of Christian
Democratic politics. The mission of The Chesterton
Review, founded in 1974, is to explore the application of
Chestertonian ideas in the contemporary world.

Counselor Mariusz Brymora, Head of the Culture and
Public Affairs Department at the Polish Embassy,
welcomed approximately 100 guests to the beautiful
four-story townhouse designed by the famous American
architect George Oakley Totten for Senator John B.
Henderson, who represented Missouri from 1862 to
1869. In 1910, the townhouse was completed and in
1920, the first envoy of the Second Polish republic,
Prince Kazimierz Lubomirski, purchased the house with
his personal funds. Lubomirski was appointed to Wash-
ington because of his business acumen. Very few changes
have been made to the house throughout the years, and
Poland is one of a very few countries to house its
embassy continuously in the same building since 1920s.
In addition to enhancing the quality of Washington’s Father [an Boyd, Prof. Andrzej Rabczenko, Dr. Dermot Quinn

cC7
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Polish group cites work of Fr. Boyd

SOUTH ORANGE—Father Ian Boyd, CSB.,
president of the G.K. Chesterton Institute for Faith
and Culture at Seton Hall University, recently was
honored by the American Institute of Polish Culture
Inc. for his promotion of Polish history and culture.

Father Boyd received the Institute’s “Special
Appreciation” award last month at its 36th annu-
al International Polonaise Ball in Surfside, FL.
The award was in recognition of Father Boyd’s
work as editor of the institute’s journal, “The
Chesterton Review.”

- - - [N [ Y

Page 6

Last summer, the institute released a special Polish
issue of the journal. Its largest to date at 430 pages, the
issue contained articles, film and book reviews, and
other “news and comments” items from a variety of
sources. Its main theme was a defense of Poland
against charges of anti-Semitism, but it also ad-
dressed such topics as Polish history and accounts of
Chesterton’s 1927 tour of Poland.

“This award is a great honor. I accept it on behalf
of Dermot Quinn, Gloria Grabois and my other col-
leagues at the Chesterton Institute,” Father Boyd said.

o ; - B
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On the evening of 10 April, 2008
the Embassy of the Republic of
Poland, Washington, DC, hosted an
important cultural evenr. The
Embassy's guests wers Laders of
The G. K. Chooaon Institute §r
Fuith 2:d Culture which pablishes
The Chesterton Review.

The G. K. Chesterton Institute, a
not-for-profit educational organiza-
iion incorpesated in the United
States, Canada and Great Britain, is
loenied at Seton Hall University,
South Orange, NI. (The president-
editor emeritus of The Post Bagle,
Mr. Chester Grabowski, is a proud
alumnus of Seton Hall’s Law
Sehool.)
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By Edward Myska

that Poland was now playing in
vig leagues. "And by 2005, the
ih media was already under-
ng that Mr. Kwasniewski had
mced himself from George
1. Poland had good reason to
isappointed because Polish sup-
in Iraq didn’t Lift visa require-
ts, unlike twenty-seven other
itries that don’t require a visa to
America.  Also, Polish firms
: obtained only minor contracts
he rebuilding of Iraq, even
gh Poland’s construction indus-
1as an excellent history in the
on, and Poles are viewed favor-
by Iraqis.
nderstandably the new Polish
ocracy is still in its infancy, and
ens still need to be convinced
the voting public has the upper
1. Likewise, Poles need to be
inded that political leaders are
e to serve the nation’s welfare,
personat interests have no place
the public domain. For sure,
ish society’s indiffereace is
>mpanied by a belief that ordi-
7 citizens can’t change anything
hemselves. But Poles have come
ppreciate their new-found secu-
and a stability they previously
1’t have. No doubt a democratic
sety still permeates Polish think-
. as seen by the following illus-
ion— though it also highlights
need for stabitity:
n that president Kwasniewski
; ineligible to run again in 2005,
nion polis conducted in 2003-
¥4 asked about other presidential

G.K. Chesterton Institute ¥or Faith
& Culture Releases Special Polish
- Issue of The Chesterton Review

SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. — Seton
Hall University’s G.K. Chesterton
Institute for Faith & Culture -
under the auspices of the Center for
Catholic Studies — recently released
the latest issue of its widely recog-
nized journal, The Chesterion
Review.

This special Polish issue — the
Institute’s largest issue to date (430
pages) — contains articles, film and
book reviews, and other “news and
comments” iteras from a variety of
sources. Its main theme is a
defense of Poland against charges
of anti-Semitism, but it also
addresses such topics as Polish his-
tory and accounts of Chesterton’s
1927 tour of Poland.

Highlights of this issue include:
+«“In Search of Polish Anti-
Semitism” by Professor Dermot
Quinn
« “The Mirror that is Poland” by
Father Douglas Milewski
= A book review of Jan T. Gross’s
Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland
After Auschwitz
+ News and Comments titled *“The
Betrayal of Poland,” “Paying for
Hitler’'s War,”  “Chesterton’s
Prophecy about Peland” and others

Father Ian Boyd, editor of The
Chesterton Review and president of
the G.K. Chesterton Institute for
Faith & Culture, believes this to be
one of the most important issues the
Institute has ever published. “This
igsue strives to replace bostile
stereotypes against Poland with a
balanced picture of Polish life and
history,” he comments. “If is a mat-
ter of immense importance. An

attack on Poland is an attack on the
Catholic Church.”

Founded in 1974, The Chesterton
Review has been widely praised for
both its scholarship and for the qual-
ify of its writing. 1t includes a wide
range of articles not only on
Chesterton himself, but on the
issues close to his heart in the work
of other writers and in the modern
world. It has devoted special issues
to C.8. Lewis, George Bernanos,
Hilaire Belloc, Maurice Baring,
Christopher Dawson, Cardinal
Manning, the Modernist Crisis,
JRR. Tolkien and = Fantasy
Literature,

.To order a copy of The
Chesterton Review, or to learn more
about it, call (973) 275-2431 or ¢-
mail chestertoninstitute@shu.edu

ABOUT THE CENTER FOR
CATHOLIC STUDIES

Dedicated to a dialogue between
the Catholic intellectual tradition
and all areas of contemporary cul-
ture, Seton Hall University's Center
for Catholic Studies conducts an
undergraduate - degree program in
Catholic Studies, offering a major,
minor, certificate program and for-
eign study opportunities. In, addi-
tion to presenting programs on faith
and culture for students, faculty and
the public, the Center incorporates
the Bernard J. Lonergan Institute,
the Seton Hall Institute on Work, the
Micals Sentor Brecitive Projeel and
the G.K. Chesterton [Enstitute for
Faith & Culture, with its prestigious
journal, The Chesterton Review.
Visit website: academic.shu.edu/ccs



Celebrating the ‘Prose Poetry’
of New York City Life

The G.K. Chesterton Institute for
Faith and Culture held “A Celebra-
tion of the Life and Work of Joseph
Mitchell: The Prose-Poet of New
York Life.” More than 70 friends of
the institute gathered at Jubilee
Hall for the May 13 symposium,
which was supported by the
Earhart Foundation.

Speaking at the event were Der-
mot Quinn, professor of history at
Seton Hall; Kenneth T. Jackson,
director of the Herbert H. Lehman
Center for the Study of American
History; Andrew J. Willner, execu-
tive director of NY/NJ Baykeeper;
and Daniel E. Strait, professor of
English at Asbury College. Panel
discussion participants were
Nancy Franklin, Calvin Trillin and
Mark Singer, all writers from The
New Yorker.

In closing remarks, Father Ian
Boyd, C.S.B., president of the insti-
tute, noted deep affinities between
Mitchell and Chesterton. “These
two remarkable journalists ...
prove that great journalism can
also be great literature. There is a
democratic principle underlying
Joseph Mitchell's writings —
and this principle is thoroughly
Chestertonian. ... As Chesterton

SETON HALL MAGAZINE [ SUMMER 2006

once wrote, ‘There is a great man
who makes every man feel small.
But the real great man is the man
who makes every man feel great.’ ”
For information about the
Chesterton Institute or subscrip-
tions to The Chesterton Review,

visit academic shu.edu/chesterton
ABowe right: Joseph Mitchell at his North Carolina home.

or call (978) 275-2431. Aene left: New York, circa 1930s1940s;
| CATHERINE PHELAN 0< Shceos by Therese Mitchell



THE CHESTERTON INSTITUTE VISITS CATHOLIC ENGLAND

In October 2005, friends of the G.K. Chesterton Institute for 1,000th anniversary of the hirth of Saint Edward the Confessor,

Faith & Culture traveled to the United Kingdom for a five-day In addition to the visit, the most recent issue of The

tour. The visit included lunch with the Duke and Duchess of Chesterton Review includes a speech bv HRH the Prince of

Norfolk at Arundel Castle and a speech {which received interna- Wales, titled “Agriculture and the Crisis of Globalization.”

tional media coverage) given on behalf of the Prince Charles has remarked that The Revieur

institute by Cherie Blair, wife of Prime Minister . - is "splendid.”

Tony Blair, at a reception at the House of Lords s Bl : TRy The institute has exciting plans for 2006,

with Lord Kenneth Baker. :_ e T - _ including two major conferences, one on writer
Reaffirming Seton Hall’s links with Catholic i syl Joscph Mitchell; the second, on Christian evange-

England, Monsignor Robert Sheeran ‘67, Univer- LT P ; lization, will take place in Spain.

sity president; Father lan Boyd, C.5.B., president 2ok, e For information about the G.K. Chesterton

of the institute; and Monsignor Richard Liddy, s @ [nstitute for Faith & Gulture or subscribing to

S.T.L., Ph.D., director of the Center for Catholic b The Chesterton Review, visit academic.shu.edu/

Studies, concelebrated Mass in Latin at West- chesterton or call (973) 275-2431.

minster Gathedral on the day marking the | | CATHERINE PHELAN 04
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PERSONAGGL. 071 lettura cOntf'oCWeme dello scrittore inglese
\J che smonia il pregiudizio che la conversione fece male al suo stile

® hesterton @ stato descritto
coime uno dei ]Fih grandi an-
nunciatori dell'ortodossia
e nell'epoca modermna. Ber-
:Shaw o ha anche definito "ge-
sinssale”. Cisono state almeno
important leggende riguardo
sterton come maestro di orto-
ia cristiana che perdurarono
inte tugia Ia sua vita, Ciascuna
ro ha incarnato verita parziali
ardo la vera natura dello scritto-
erith che sono state forse pitl
ifeste al pubblico, di quanto lo
aror all'wmile e diffidente Che-
win, che non poteva certo rico-
sersi nelle versioni idealizzate
gli armmirati lettori avevano
fosudilul
rima di queste immagini leg-
darie & stata quella che & esistita
mpo della morte di Chesterton,
giugno 1936, Queste sono state
vrie che hanno sicuramente

- L i

sua firma. Nel 1908 pubblico due.. ..«

delle si1é piti brillanti e fantasiose
autobio e: il romanzo Luomo
che fut Gioved), che ebbe un grandis-
simo successo sia come autabigegae
fia di tipo narrativo sia come medi-
tazione o rivisitazione del Libro di
Giobbe, e un personale trattaio flo-
sofico, Ortodossia, che racconta la
storia del suo tentativo di inventaze
una nuova religione e la sua succes-
siva scoperta che questa era gia sti-
ta inveniata e che era stata chiama-
ta cristianesimo.
«lo non 'ho fattas, scrive. «Dio elu-
manita 'hanno fatta ed essa hiz St
me». Nel novembre 1911 a Cam-
bridge, un pubblico di quasi mille
persone ando per sentirlo E}gﬂmm
un club studentesco sulla inturare-
ligione e per sentirsi dire che la reli-
gione cristiana, la quale secondo i
mondo secolarizzaio era morente,
era in procinto di risorgere nuova-
mente dai morti: «Personalments i
credo che vinceremos, disse Che-
7Y A (Y ORISR




sabato 14 glugno 2008

L’OSSERVATC

)RE ROMANO

Intervista a Ian Boyd fondatore e direttore della «Chesterton Rew;'

1EW

F. 'uomo che fu Giovedi
mise d’accordo Tommaso e

di PAOLO PEGORARO

Alla produzione meno nota di Gilbert
Keith Chesterton appartiene La Resur
rexione di Roma — riscoperta peraltro
in anni recenti — quast un reportage
di viaggio dello scrittore inglese nella
capitale italiana. Parafrasandone il ti-
tolo si pud dire che questo sabato, a
Roma, ci sard invece la «risurrezione
di Chesterton». Il merito di questo
portentoso evento & senz’altro da
ascriversi a «La Civilta Cattolica»,
la rivista dei gesuiti che ospiteri
un  convegno internazionale  sul
creatore di Padre Brown, il pri-
mo di tale livello in Tialia,
dedicato al noto nar-
ralore,

Ospite d'onore sa-
ra padre Ian Boyd,
sacerdote della con-
regazione di  San
Basilio, esperto i
Chesterion, fondatore
e - cdirettore della :
aChesterion Reviews nonché Prouden—
te del Chesterton Institute for Faith &
Soltvee della Universith di- Seton Hall
nel New Jersey che insieme a «la Ci-

ailed! Faiiclimaa

a alllanemainaioanag sk

In che senso Chesterton pui essere consi-
derato un profeta dei nostri giorni?

Egli & stato un profeta per la sempli—
ce ragione che quanto ha scritto si €
avverato. Q_uclle cose che ai suoi con-
temporanel apparivano fantasie, «i
sembrano oggi come la descrizione del
mondo attuale. Per esempio, nel suo

giornale, il G.K's Weekly, il

19 giugno 1926 egli scrive
che «la prossima grande
eresia sard un attacco alla
morale, e in particolare
alla morale sessuale (...)

La follia di domani non
¢ a Mosca, ma pluttosto a
Manhattans. Ancora
prima, nel 1905, aveva
scritto sul Daily News:
«Prima che Videa k-
berale muocia o trion-
fi; noi vedremo guer-

re ¢ persccuzioni ta-

li che il mondo non

ha mai viston. Go-

me ha scritto Alan
Lawson Maycock nell’antologia da lui
curata sugli scritti di Chesterton
(intitolata The Man Who
Weas Orthodox), egli ha avu-

ter -wonel rarn natere di o in- 2

La migliore risposta a questa do-
manda, penso si trovi nel primo episo-
dio dei racconti di Padre Brown, La
croce azzurra. In questo raceonto Padre

Brown riesce a identificare il noto la~

dro francese, Flambeau, travestito da
prete, poiché quest’ultimo attacca 'uso
della ragione e questa &, dice Padre

‘Brown, cattiva teologia. Dall’altra par-
‘te Chesterton ha spesso insistito sui li- -

miti non tanto della ragione quanto
del razionalismo. Il primoe valore della
logica, una volta ha detto, & il suo es-
sere un’arma con cui sconfiggere i logi-
ci. Il punto che realmente sta a cuore
a Chesterton & che secondo lui I'uomo
dovrebbe combinare ragione e immagi-
nazione. Il pensatore costruttivo & co-
me Neemia che difende le mura di Ge-
rusalemme con una cazzuola in una
mano ¢ la spada nell’altra (Neemia, 4,
1-12): la cazzuola rappresenta 'imma-
ginazione, il potere costruttivo; la spa-

Agostmo

da & la ragione, lo strumento difensivo.
Tutto & ben riassunto nel consiglio che
egli diede al giovane ragazzo al quale
¢ regald un libro illustrato: «Cosi ti ri-
i cordi del tuo libro, mio piccolo uomo,
- | e ascolti gli sproloqui e le critiche dei
' pedanti. /| Ma non credere in niente
che non possa essere raccontato in im-
magini colorate».

Sempre sul rapporto con la ragione, consi-
- derando che gli ultimi due Papi hanno
- wmolio apprezzalo gli scritti di Chesterton,
. si pud dire che eglt sia stalo uno scrittore
«ratzingeriano» per la sua difesa della
: Tagwne, ma anche tomista come Giovanni
" Paolo 112

Domanda molte interessante ma io
suggerirei di operare una distinzione
tra il tomismo e Pagostinismo che Che-
sterton ha indagato. Da una parte egli

' fu profondamente tomista, e da quel
punto di vista, pitt vicino a Giovanni
. Paolo 11. Nel suo grande libro su san
Tommaso, che Etienne Gilson ha con-
siderato il pit bel libro scritto sul san-
to, egli parla della «passione per la vi-
ta» di Tommaso e insiste, contrappo-
nendo Tommaso a Platone, che quan-
do le cose materiali ¢i ingannanec que-
stn avviene non nerché siano tran-

o



Tribute to a Chesterton Pioneer - Ian Boyd CSB

At different times he invited Race Mathews, Sheridan Gilley,
Peter Hunt and Karl Schmude to join the Review’s Editorial
Board, as well as publishing their articles in its pages. For
The founding “editor of the ( ‘ more. than a quarter of a century, following Tony Evans®
Chesterton Review, Fr lan | _ launching in 1993 of The Defendant, he regularly reprinted
Boyd CSB, . has recently articles from our Australian newsletter.
retired after forty-six years of | ’
remarkable service, . Er. Boyd: has . visited - Australia_on two occasions. The first
. L s 01990 when he met with wanous Chesterionians,

Sheridan and the Sydne

by Karl Schmude

A Basilien  priest.  he
established the fourm.
1974, the cenienary Year
Chesterton’s birth.

extending the Chesterton Soci
the Australian Chesterton-Societ

b B Conadien o hove plaved a patt in
feaching out 1o “the land Down Under. &

Canadian, | was conscious of the facl that Canada

- t belong to the same British Commonwealth.

wing a thance to visit Australia gave me 2 belier sense

f what membership in the commonwealth meant, but:

range of more portantly it gave me an & celient evample of what
ia notonly a Chesterionian  fellowship. means: {The Defendant,

from Engli ing i : atio
continental Europe, notably Poland and Croatia, as well as
in’ South America, especially Argentina, _where many of
Chesterton’s works are available

| recall visiting Buenos Aires in 2006, at Fr Boyd's invitation,
to speak at a conference attended by several hundred
delegates. The then Cardinal-Archbishop of Buenos Aires,
Jorge Bergoglio, now Pope Franci:

and “approved the prayer for

canonisation. Thanks espedially to the efforts of Glona
Garafulich-Grabois, 3 native of Chile who has long served
a5 the Chesterton Institute’s Director and the Reviews
Managing Editor, foreign language editions of journal
are also published, especially for Spanish-speaking readers.

The Chesterton movement in Australia has pafticular
cause for gratitude to Fr Boyd. From his founding of the
Review in- 1974, he welcomed Australian Chestertonians: to

its pages - such'as Tony Evans, founder  of ‘the ‘Australian e
Chesterton Society, the Federal"MP Kevin Andrews, Gary Erom left: Dr Dermot Quinn, Fr Boyd, and Gloria Garafulich-Grabois
Furnell and Daniel Matthys. (Credit: G.K. Chesterton Institute for Faith & Culture)
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Everything he did
for the journal

was marked by his
wonderfully sharp
and penetrating
intelligence.

Father Ian Boyd Retires as Editor

of The Chesterton Review

In August 2020, after 46 years of out-
standing service, Father lan Boyd,
C.S.B., announced his retirement as edi-
tor of The Chesterton Review, the journal
he founded in Canada in 1974,

He has been succeeded as editor by Pro-
fessor Dermot Quinn, his colleague and
friend of many years at the G.K. Chester-

99

universities across the world, captivating
audiences with his trademark erudition,
wit, and humor. Like Chesterton's Fa-
ther Brown, Father Boyd has a way of
appearing in unusual places and solving
unusual problems, a scholar’s scholar but
also a priest’s priest, gentle, firm, wise,
insightful, and benign. Chesterton could
have had no better representative for

ton Institute for Faith & Culture at Seton
Hall University. Father Boyd, who will
continue to serve as Founder and Presi-
dent Emeritus of the Institute, hopes to

1974 - 2019
The G. K. Chesterton Institute for Faith & Culture
and

ton Review

the last five decades.

“I have, almost literally, very large shoes
to fill,” said Professor Dermot Quinn,

return to Seton Hall for the fiftieth birth-
day of the Review in four years' time. In
the meantime, a plaque and permanent
exhibition have been placed in Walsh
Library to honor Father Boyd's twenty
Chesterton Institute in Canada and the Editory
United States since 1974.

Father Boyd’s retirement brings to a
close one of the longest editorships of
any literary journal in the English-speaking world. Only Robert Sil-
vers of The New York Review of Books has enjoyed a longer tenure.
It also marks the culmination of a career of exceptional achieve-
ment. “There really is nothing like The Chesterton Review,” Profes-
sor Philip Jenkins has written, “and if there ever was, it existed in a
bygone Golden Age of journals and magazines.”

By the same token, there is no-one like Father Boyd. A scholar
of international reputation, he has been the leading figure in the
world-wide revival of interest in Chesterton that has taken place
over the last fifty years. Beginning with the publication of his
ground-breaking monograph The Novels of G.K. Chesterton and
continuing with his work as editor of The Chesterton Review, he
has promoted serious academic study of Chesterton and his circle
and of the intellectual tradition that they represent. In addition,
he has travelled the globe to speak at Chesterton conferences
and seminars, an instantly recognizable and much-loved figure in

and 20 years at the Center for (

at Seton Hall University

years at Seton Hall and the work of the mm‘;]d I e ]i

e Chesterton Review.

November 2019

paying tribute to Father Boyd's work
as editor of The Chesterton Review.
“Everything he did for the journal was
marked by his wonderfully sharp and
penetrating intelligence, his extraordi-
nary breadth of reading, his creative edi-
torial imagination, and his marvelous gift
for anecdote and apposite quotation. He
also insisted that good writing should be
at the heart of the Review, that its prose
should be worthy of its subject. | hope to continue that tradition.”
A graduate of Trinity College, Dublin and New College, Oxford,
Professor Quinn has been a member of the History Department
at Seton Hall since 1990. The author of three books and many
articles, he has written and spoken extensively on Chestertonian
themes for over thirty years.

holic Studies

oyd, C. S. B.

For more information about our work please visit:
www.shu.edu/go/chesterton
or contact us by email: chestertoninstitute@shu.edu

Father lan Boyd, C.S.B.: President Emeritus & Founding Editor of
The Chesterton Review

Dermot Quinn: Editor, The Chesterton Review

Gloria Garafulich-Grabois: Director, G. K. Chesterton Institute for
Faith & Culture & Managing Editor of The Chesterton Review

CFENTFR FOR CATHOIIC STUDIFS | NFWSIFTTFR



Chrenicles Magazine

~June 2014

CULTURAL REVOLUTIONS

A Chestertohian Assaiilt

1 BEGIN with-a confession.

‘Whenaver 1 récéive anew numberof
The Chesterton Review, T groan inwardly
and, from time totinie, outwardly. Let me
hasten toadd that said groanis nota sign

- of tedivrn ordisappointment— far from it

Butopénitig those pages means thatonce
again, despite myself, I will be drawn into
the woild of Chestérton and his friends,
and their effervescent ideas. While nor-
meal, user-friendly magazines respectour
busyschedules, and offer usjust ascant few
minutes of reading experience, the Review
is going to hold me rapt for days.

And then there is theadded burdenof
havingtoreturn to thatissue in kater weeks,
to explore once more 2 singulaily-evaca-
tive point, to confront an:acute troth, to
miull over g telling afgirment. Other peo-
pledontinflictthis on.us, sowhy.does the
Review? Tsjustiiotfalr. [don’thave that
ruch time+o spare.

If1 had to single out one chief perpe-
tratorto blame for theseoffenses, ftwonld
b Fr. Tait Boyd, There were plesity of Gth-
ex models hecoutd have followed when
founding thiejouiial. Theré it no short-
age of magazine§ devoted to particular
authors, whose cult-like fans subsist on
anendless diet of trivial and unnecessary
details 6f no conceivable inteérest to any-
one cutside thie initiated fraternity. But
1o, Fathet Boyd hiad tomake The Chester-
ton Reviewinito something uiterly differ-
ent, a marketplace for strictly contempo-
raryid d debates, witha stellarrange
of good wwriters. He had to make itinfor-
mative and enjoyable.

Worse-~and I knéw that here Tam
mioving into scurxilous territory—he cre-
ated & publication that offers a genuine
eclucation in the hmanities; with some-
thing on offer for both the beginnerand
the already learned. Does e not realize

the amountof mentalactivity involved in

these pursuits?

In presenting this indictment, I citeas
Exhibit A the2013 double number, which
among other things tharks Father Boyds
Golden jubileein the priesthood.. The of-
fénsive againist the readerbegins earlyon,
with some extracts from Chestertons own
works. Presenting anything startling in
sich a context should be imipossible, as
the readership, by definition, is pretiy fa-
miliar with the master's works. But there
we have it—poems that still resonate to-
day. Why does this 4]l havetobe so trow-
blingly contemporary?

Theassaultecontiviues. Mary yearsago,
1 read The Bail and the Cross, which still
besiegesmy dreams. What Tdo notneed,
therefore, is another reminderof the won-
dersof that rich and vastly undercelebrat-
ed book, yetherewehavean eloguentin:
trodirction, from Pail Jennings. Dermot
Quinn continuesto showhowa superdin-
tellectual historian can wiite, withabeau-
tiful comparison between Newman and
Chesterton. Shieridan Gilley describes
Chestertorfs Tole in the journalism of his
day, at the Daily News, Gregory Dowling
describes the parallels between the de-
tective wiitings of Ghesterton ahd Conar
Doyle, inanessay thatenlightensour un-
derstanding of both legendary airthiors.
Robert Wild introduces me to the work
of Catherine de Hueck Doherty; of whont
Ipreviously knewlittle, butmust nowdis-
covermore. Duncan Reyburn expands
miyvocabulary witha remarkable-essay ot
“Moral Photography” And finally, among
the'mainarticles; Rafael Hurtado writes
4 provocative méditation on concepts of
home, domesticity and housework.

Alltheauthors follgw Chesterton him-
selfin eschewing the grating jargon of ac-
sderiie, Instead, each returns to the wise
principlesof Thomas'Cranmer: everything
“in such a Janguage and orderas is most
egsyand plain for thewnderstanding both
of theteaders and hearers” Whata revo-
jutionary idea.

Now I.come to.my principal grievance.

That range of essays would graceany mag-
azine. When, t'ho’ﬂgh.ydmha'vg_ﬁxﬁshed
savorinig them, thenthereal challenge be-
gins, namelyamiscellanyof reviews, news,
and copyments pieces that, ir this parficu-
Tar exemplar, runs to.some 200 pages. The
readercan dipinanywhere inthismiscel-
Tanyand find sométhingintrighingandre-
warding. One pieceleads to another, and to
another, and thus your days runby, as you
are compelled both toreadand to think.

So yes, onceagain, learned. Ilearned
about the Anglo-American literary scene
of the 19thand early 20th centfuries, but I
also learned about the nature of religious
conversion and sanctity about the preser<
Vation and destruction of Chiiiesé cidltite,
about Arthurian mythology and pro-life
activism. 1xead about Dorothy Day and
Flannery O’Connor, Geoffrey Ashe and
Benedict XVE, Wendéll Berryand Simon
Leys, Cardinal Newrnanand Conrad Noel.

Worse than merely giving me illumina-
tion and instruction, just thatone number
of the Review has started mre off on multi-
plepaths of inquiry that could occupy me
foryears to-come. The editors have nei-
ther shame nor remorse.

Thankfully, then, Tie Chesterton Re-
view is unique: Who could cope with so
much inspiration?

Althoughthe Reviewhas notasked me
to perform this service, I will make a sug-
gestion for a motto that it might adopt,
irid one that pays dte hotage to Father
Boyd’s Scottish roots. ‘The Scots havea
Ybodst, I mean a toast, which in its origi-
vl form declares, “Here's tae us; whas like
1is? Gey few, and they'red deld” (Rough-
1 “Here’s toust Whos likeus? Very few;
and theyre all dead”)

‘There really is nothing like The Ches-
tertoi Revieiv, and if there éver was, it ex-
isted ina bygone Golden Age of journals
and magazines. They, however,arealldead.
‘The Review abides.

Excusene; T havea Tot6freading to
catch upion.

~Philip Jenkins

Chronicles
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El Instituto G.K. Chesterton celebra en Espaia los cien afos de Lo que esta mal en el mundo

«Profeta en una edad

G.K. Chesterton
diagnosticé

COmMO pocos

los problemas

del siglo XX,

y encontré

la solucién

en el cristianismo.
Esta faceta suya fue
uno de los aspectos
en los que se centrd
el padre lan Boyd,
Presidente

del Instituto G.K.
Chesterton para

la Fe y la Cultura,
de la Seton Hall
University (Estados
Unidos), en la serie

En el funeral de Chesterton en la catedral de West-

de falsos profetas»

minster de Londres, el padre Ronald Knox afirmé:
«Casi seguramente serd recordado como un profeta en

una edad de falsos profetas». Es fdcil citar ejemplos de la ha-
bilidad de Chesterton para describir un problema antes de
su completo desarrollo; aun cuando sus palabras deb(:n‘n
haber sonado fantdsticamente improbables tiempo atrds.
En fecha tan temprana como 1905, escribi6 en la columna clei

un diario leido principalmente por la clase media libera
no conformista: «Antes de que la idea liberal esté muerta o
triunfante, veremos guerras y persecuciones como el mun-

isto».
dOE;ah gu‘;l?slad profética de los escritos de C.hesterton le d’a
un poder inusual. El critico A.L. Maycock afirma que ta‘ejma
«un raro poder de intuicién llamado en la Escritura el don
de sabidurfa, una inmediata aprehensién de la verdad que
1 ejercicio de la razén».

So%i}:::tsearior\]diferfa de los profetas seculares contempo-
raneos, como H.G. Wells y George Bferr'\ard Shaw, en su
fuerte compromiso con la ortodoxia cristiana. Aun cgando
mucha de su producci6n puede parecer a primera vista no
tener un contenido religioso obvio, todo l'o'que escnblp
apunta a una fuerte defensa de’las ideas catolicas. La tt-x:?;il-
ci6n religiosa a la que pertenecia Chestertoln,l como cattlico

v anolicana. erauna teacicidn

pronunciadas en
Espafia con motivo
del centenario

de Lo que estd mal
en el mundo,

Y para promocionar
la Chesterton
Review que edita

el Instituto

Padre lan Boyd

las cosas materiales. Tan efectiva fue su defersa que, cuan-
domuri6, TS, Eliot afirmd que, en ese tiempo, fueron los es-
critos de Chesterton lo que mantuvieron viva a la minoria
cristiana.

Esta defensa de la ortodoxia cristiana estaba osadamen-
te encaminada a la evangelizacién de una cultura en su in-
tegridad. En sus escritos, Chesterton se propone interpre-
tarla totalidad de la vida y la historia humanas a la luz de
los evangelios y los sacramentos. Fundamentalmente caté-
lico en su pensamiento, vio la vida cristiana como esen-
cialmente comunitaria, En consecuencia, crefa de poca uti-
lidad evangelizar individuos a menos que se enconiraran
caminos para evangelizar el mundo.

El periodismo, una misién

Con esta suerte de teologfa social, no sorprende que
Chesterton sintiera uma fuerte urgencia pastoral. Vefa su
periodismo como parte de una misién de hacer frente a]
materialismo evolucionista y al liberalismo teolégico que es-
taban torndndose influencias dominantes. Se daba cuenta
de que muchos de sus lectores formaban parte de una ge-
neracion que ya no estaba guiada por ninguna de las fuen-
tes tradicionales de la sabidurfa cristiana, ¥ que estaban
absorbiendo acriticamente las ideas antirreligiosas que tra-
fala prensa popular. Habfa una extrafia ironfa en st rol de
portavoz de la ortodoxia cristiana en esa misma prensa po-
pular. Muchos de sus escritos aparecian en los mismos dia-
rios que estaban ayudando a crear el problema.

Pero Chesterton era también consciente de que el pro-
blema no eran tinicamente las ideas falsas, sino que tenfa
también que ver con la pérdida de autoridad y direccidn
moral. Ya en 1904, describe los sintomas de una seria crisis
cultural: «Es precisamente de estas cosas de lo que estamos
sufriendo: de un periodismo impreciso, de un excitable co-
nocimiento superficial de todo, de una pérdida delos tipos
nacionales fuertes, de los Ifmites religiosos fuertes, del sen-
tido de la memoria y del temor de Dios». En su Autobiogra-

fiahay otro pasaje en que describe la confusin religiosa y fi-

losofica de la sociedad inglesa en el tiempo que comenzaba
su carrera periodistica. Expresa allf su propia sensacién de
estar llamado a cumplir una misién nacional en el lengua-
je que es expresamente biblica ¥y profética: «Se me ha conce-
dido algo asf como una suerte de mirada o vision general de
todo ese campo de negaci6n y tanteo y curiosidad. Y vi bas-
tante bien lo que significaba. No habfa Iglesia Tefsta; no ha-
bia Sociedades Eticas; no habja Nuevas Religiones. Pero vi

a Israel disperso en las colinas como ovejas que no Henen
Pastor».

lan Boyd, C.5.B.



in his library at the Apos-
tolic Palace on July 6.

Fr Berg had the opportu-
nity to speak privately with
the Pope for about 15 min-
utes and to thank him for all
that he has done for the
FSSP and for the Church.
After hearing about the

remain ever faithful”.

After the meeting the
Pope greeted Fr Josef Bisig
and the other founders of
the Fraternity of St Peter
who had come for the occa-
sion.

He gave his blessing to

ed 1 ‘blessirn
and generally all those
whether laity or clergy —
who generously support the
FSSP’s ministry.

The meeting took place
on the 21st anniversary of
the audience of the founders

The FSSP is the largest
extraordinary form priestly
community that is in full
communion with the
Catholic Church. In Eng-
land the FSSP is based in
Reading, Berkshire.

Chesterton
illuminates
economy

PHILLIP BLOND, the so-called
“red Tory” who is known to
have the ear of David
Cameron, gave the opening
talk at a conference of the
Chesterton Institute for
Faith and Culture from
Seton Hall university, New
Jersey. )

The conference, con-
vened at St Benet’s Hall,
Oxford, on July 11, took as
its title ““A Distributist View
of the Global Economic
Crisis”. The Chestertonian
Fr Ian Boyd, CSB, offered
greetings to the participants.
John Odom of New Orleans
served as chairman.

In his speech, Mr Blond
described his conversion to
distributist ideas through
reading Hilaire Belloc’s The
Restoration of Property and
Chesterton’s An Outline of
Sanity.

He offered a macro-eco-
nomic explanation for the
financial meltdown of 2008.
He emphasised that the de-
cline in the economic status
of most Americans and
Britons actually began in
1973.

This deterioration was
covered up by inflation,
then by the flow of married
women into the labour mar-
ket, and finally by a mas-
sive growth in personal debt
— particularly in housing.
Housing, Mr Blond said,

was the “only secured form
of property available to or-
dinary people... this form of
asset acquisition itself be-
came for working families
an unsustainable burden
and ultimately for many a
very real financial catastro-
phe”.

Mr Blond noted that the
“Anglo-Saxon paradigm
initiated by Thatcher, Rea-
gan and Clinton” had pro-
gressively removed all
limits on capital movement
and control.

He said: “All capital,
whether local, regional or
national, became global.”"
The “securitisation of debt”

The ‘red Tory’ Phillip Blond, top row centre, spoke on Chesterton’s distributist ideas
at a recent conference of the Chesterton Institute of Faith and Culture

after 2000 then created a
vast new form of instability,
which finally unravelled in
the autumn of 2008.

Mr Blond declared the
gap between neo-conser-
vatism and Marxism to be
small and praised Pope
Benedict XVI's new en-
cyclical, Caritas in Veritate,
as a decisive repudiation of
neo-liberal economics and
an open embrace of distrib-
utist principles. He urged
distributists to give more
thought to how their goals
could be made relevant to
urban majorities. His own
proposals for Britain in-
clude mechanisms to ex-

W N ]
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pand types of property own-
ership other than just hous-
ing, such as investment
vouchers and child trust
funds for the relatively
poor.

Other speakers included
Allan Carlson, Professor
Salvador Antufiano and
Philippe Maxence.

An observer noted: “One
could imagine being part of
a meeting of the old Dis-
tributist League during the
1930s, when an earlier fi-
nancial crisis seemed to
open up possibilities for
building a Distributist order
of property-owning, inde-
pendent families.”
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